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Residents seek solutions to duck pond muck

Lake Forest park is befouled by birds and neighbors want it cleaned up.
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Two geese feed at Village Pond Park in Lake Forest;

much of the park's walkways have been covered in bird

droppings, which has become a health concern for

residents. The City Council in May voted to spend

$30,000 to discover how the park's problems could be

remedied.
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LAKE FOREST – Carol Toney, who has lived less than a mile from Village Pond Park for 20
years, enjoys spending time with her 2-year-old granddaughter in the neighborhood surrounding
her Cavanaugh Road home.

When they visit the park, though, it's not the idyllic place Toney recalls from when she first
moved into the area.

"The filth has increased exponentially," she
said. "I walk my granddaughter a lot and I
have to worry about getting duck
excrement on the stroller wheels and on
my shoes."

The park encompasses a pond, which
draws geese and birds, some of whom
end up deviating from their migratory
patterns and making the park their
permanent home, encouraged by an ample
supply of bread handed out by park-goers.

Toney, along with more than 80 other area
residents, attended a July meeting on how
to make the park a safer, more hygienic
and enjoyable place. The City Council in
May voted to spend $30,000 to discover
how the park's problems could be
remedied. The July meeting, held at the
park, was the first step in the process a
team of consultants have undertaken to
come up with an answer.

Care of the 4.7-acre park is shared by the
city and the Lake Forest 1 Homeowners
Association, a community near the park.

The agreement that governs the park's
maintenance, which the city inherited
when it incorporated in 1992, codified the
park's status as an unofficial "sanctuary
for birds." That designation, residents say,
has resulted in an overabundance of
waterfowl that foul the pond and dirty
neighbors' homes, vehicles and walkways.

Now, residents say, it's time to emphasize

Park history

Management of Village Pond Park is
governed by a 1976 agreement between the
county and the Lake Forest 1 Community
Association.

The association is responsible for the
waterfowl and the water quality of the pond.
The county covered park maintenance and
utility costs.

In 1980, the county upgraded the pond's
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another part of the 1976 contract: the
sentence describing the site as a
"park-like recreation facility for the
enjoyment" of visitors.

Droppings dot the grass and are smeared
on the path that encircles the pond. Birds
regularly wander onto Ridge Route Drive,
where they are struck or cause vehicle
collisions. This summer, a goose flew into
a vehicle and caused its driver to crash.
The pond is murky with excrement, and
has been the site of suspected botulism
outbreaks.

A water quality study done after a
suspected outbreak of botulism in 2011 at
the pond identified the overabundance of
waterfowl as the root of the issue.

Some residents at the July meeting said
the city should enforce the signs it posted
in 2011 warning visitors against feeding
birds. The signs aren't backed up by an
ordinance, so sheriff's deputies have no
power to ticket or fine feeders.

Other suggested the signs should be in
Spanish as well as English. Since they
were posted, people feeding the birds
remain a common sight at the park,
residents say. The signs didn't seem to
faze a rotating cast of people who fed the
birds during the meeting. The gathering
also was punctuated by dozens of geese
that flew overhead, drowning out the
conversation with honking.

The residents split up into groups to come
up with potential plans for the park. The
majority said they wanted to keep the
pond; some suggested making it smaller to
make it less appealing to waterfowl; a few
said it's time to get rid of the pond
altogether.

The team of consultants gathered its
suggestions and is crafting multiple plans
for presentation at a subsequent meeting.

Contact the writer: 949-454-7307 or
sdecrescenzo@ocregister.com
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aeration, pumping, filtration systems. When
it incorporated as a city, Lake Forest picked
up the county's duties.

Representatives of Lake Forest 1 and the
city have met periodically to discuss how to
keep the park safe, enjoyable and hygienic
for waterfowl and people.

In 2011, a slew of birds from the park were
sickened; some died. Officials suspected
botulism. After the outbreak, the city and
association partnered on a study to
determine the cause of the pond's poor
water quality. It found that the birds living and
visiting the pond were imbuing the water with
high levels of bacteria.

Solutions?

Lake Forest isn't the only city with a gaggle
of geese running around, encouraged by
well-meaning bird feeders.

OC Parks' division manager John Gannaway
said a number of methods are used
throughout the county to manage waterfowl
populations.

He said the lake at the Laguna Niguel
Regional Park has a "very high population of
geese," and, like Lake Forest's Village Pond
Park, has played host to a number of
botulism outbreaks.

Rangers enforce signs that warn visitors
against feeding birds.

To keep the population down, permitted
volunteers have in the past few years gone
out and shook goose eggs – a method
known as "addling" – to stop their
development.

OC Parks also plans to experiment at the
Laguna Niguel lake with a machine that
makes a high-pitched noise that won't bother
people or dogs but chase off birds from the
park's more public areas.

Next steps

More than 80 people attended the first
community meeting aimed at coming up with
ideas to improve Village Pond Park. A
second meeting is being scheduled for
mid-September, but the date has not been
set.

Consultants hired to determine the best plan
to fix the park are expected to make a
presentation to the City Council summarizing
their findings this fall.

For more information about the renovation
plans, reach Director of Community Services
Gary Magill at 949-461-3413 or
gmagill@lakeforestca.gov.
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