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Community embraces new Huntington Beach Senior Center
The long awaited Huntington Beach Senior Center opened Sunday. The $21.5 million, 37,563-square-foot 
facility sits on 5 hillside acres. Click through the slide show to see the sights of the new center.

Jerry Fetters of Lake Forest checks 
out some of the weights at the fi tness 
room in the Senior Center in Central 
Park, which offi cially opens Monday.

Visitors arrive for the dedication cere-
mony at the Huntington Beach Senior 
Center in Central Park on Monday.

City offi cials and senior community ad-
vocates celebrate as they cut the ribbon 
for the opening of the Senior Center in 
Central Park.
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HUNTINGTON BEACH – Gaze up at the vaulted 30-foot 
ceiling in the Grand Entrance and you quickly realize this 
is not your father’s, or grandfather’s, senior center.           

The gleaming $21.5 million, 37,563-square-foot edifi ce, 
which offi cially opens its doors July 10, bears scant 
resemblance to the former Army barracks that house the 
city’s existing Michael E. Rodgers Senior Center.

Situated on 5 hillside acres on Goldenwest Street over-
looking Huntington Beach’s Central Park, the Senior 
Center of Central Park, is in a location as grand as its 
entrance.

“It’s a center we can be very proud of,” said Randy 
Pesqueira, Huntington Beach’s director of senior ser-
vices, who has been with the city 16 years. “A senior 
center tells you what a city feels about its seniors.”

For more than a decade seniors haven’t been feeling the 
love in Surf City.

“The termites are the only thing holding that place up,” 
Dave Sullivan, a councilman and long-time proponent of 
a new senior center, said of the Rodgers’ facility.

Overcrowded and crumbling, the Rodgers Center be-
came a recreation center in 1949 and a senior center in 
1975. Before that it was barracks for the Santa Ana air 
base.

The ink was barely dry on the 2006 approval by voters to 
build a new center when the legal objections and lawsuits 
began. Chief among the opponents was the Parks Legal 
Defense Fund, which argued that the city failed to ade-
quately search for alternate sites and violated a variety of 
city and state ordinances regarding the use and zoning of 
public land.

The city spent more than $1 million and nearly a decade 
staving off the legal challenges that were fi nally settled 
about three months ago. It also investigated alternate 
sites and downsized the facility from 45,000 square feet 
to its current size.

Long-awaited Huntington Beach senior center set to open



The center was also hamstrung by the recession of 2008, 
which dried up funding.

Now the center is being paid for by city bonds, devel-
oper’s fees and donations, such as $3.76 million from 
the Hoag Memorial Hospital Presbyterian, which earned 
naming rights for the center’s wellness pavilion.

Although some critics still grouse that the new center is 
too big, others, like Sullivan, say seniors may be outgrow-
ing the facility before it has opened.

Janeen Laudenback, director of community services, 
said Huntington Beach’s over-50 population has grown to 
more than 60,000 and programing for the older popula-
tion is heavily used.

Scott Getman, who was hired as the wellness coordina-
tor at the new center, already wonders whether the new 
3,600-square-foot workout room will suffi ce.

“This is hands-down the thing we’re getting the most calls 
about,” he said of the exercise room, which features more 
than $250,000 in equipment and accessories, ranging 
from treadmills to dumbbells.

“My biggest fear is we won’t be able to service all the 
people,” Getman said.

With the wide array of equipment, not to mention an 
adjacent dance and exercise room and an area for health 
screenings, the Hoag Health and Wellness Pavilion occu-
pies about 6,000 square feet of space.

“There’s something for everyone,” Getman said. “Wheth-
er it’s the 80-year-old senior exercising for the fi rst time, 
or the 50-year-old who works construction.”

Scaled back or not, there is no shortage of amenities. 

The Center includes a computer learning center, 
classrooms, several resource centers, a game room, an 
outdoor patio and activity area, industrial kitchen and 
home-delivered-meals area. And, nearly as impressive 
as the Grand Entrance is the 4,600-square-foot 
Parkview Room, with expansive views of Central Park.

Mayor Jim Katapodis broke in the large dance fl oor, taking 
Julie Toledo, community relations offi cer, for an impromptu 
waltz during a recent weekday tour of the building.

Katapodis said Huntington Beach was past due on the 
new center, and remembers it being a hot campaign issue 
when he ran for offi ce.

“Every other city has a senior center and ours was hurt-
ing,” he said.

While the center has been downsized, the city held fi rm on 
the Central Park site, just off Goldenwest Street between 
the disc golf course and the Shipley Nature Center, across 
the street from the Central Library.

Katapodis said about the alternate sites, “they didn’t fi t at 
all.”

“The reason we wanted it here,” Laudenback said of the 
park, “is the access to all the places to walk and get out.”

Sullivan, who turned away an effort by others to make him 
the namesake of the new center, is thrilled that the grand 
opening is at hand.

He said it was fi tting the city have a center “for the seniors 
who built this city.”

Pesqueira said Huntington Beach has always had great 
and diverse services for its seniors.

Now it has a senior center to match those.

A corridor 
leading to 
classrooms, a 
computer learn-
ing center and 
a transportation 
hub, features 
grandiose ceil-
ings and plenty 
of natural light 

Wellness coor-
dinator for the 
new Huntington 
Beach Senior 
Center, Scott 
Getman, demon-
strates the 
weights which 
range from 
1-1/2-pounds to
50-pounds.




