
J
ennifer Tims caught a break.

The 35-year-old read and reread
the email from the Irvine Commun-
ity Land Trust, the one saying her
number had been drawn in a lottery

for families wanting to move into a new, 104-
unit apartment complex in Irvine.

She tried not to get too excited. Until that
moment, her search for an affordable
apartment had been luckless. The Hunting-
ton Beach native had even been through a
number of transitional housing programs,
but couldn’t scrape up full rent money.

Now, a year later, Tims and her son, Ju-
lian, live in a safe two-bedroom apartment
near the Orange County Great Park. The
place is a few blocks from Julian’s elemen-
tary school and even closer to a middle
school he might attend. A grocery is within
walking distance. The complex has a pool.
Their backyard is a park.

And in a city where the average asking
rent in a big apartment complex is $2,114,
Tims pays a monthly rent of $830. 

Alegre Apart-
ments drew
interest from
about 2,400
people during
construction in
late 2013. 
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Jennifer Tims and her 5-year-old son, Julian, live at Alegre Apartments,
the first permanent affordable housing complex by the Irvine Community
Land Trust. Tims pays $830 a month for their two-bedroom apartment.

DID YOU KNOW?
This year, by state guidelines, the maximum rent for an

affordable one-bedroom apartment in Orange County is
$1,046 a month for a low-income earner and $871 a month
for a very low earner.
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Some advocates think 
a new apartment project in
Irvine could be a solution

for affordable housing. 
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As the nation prepares to
mark Veterans Day on Wed-
nesday, a group gathered
Sunday in Irvine to remem-
ber more than 700 service
members memorialized in
the exhibit “Remembering
our Fallen From California,” a
tribute to those killed in Iraq
and Afghanistan. LOCAL 1

INSIDE

A concerted, back-chan-
nels effort by Republican
leaders has
succeeded
in gaining a
board ma-
jority at
the South
Coast Air
Quality
Manage-
ment Dis-
trict, which oversees the
regulation and compliance
of everything from power
plants to gas stations. 

The selection of Repu-
blican Dwight Robinson, a
Lake Forest councilman,
will give the GOP a 7-6 edge
that could result in less
stringent air quality poli-
cies. LOCAL 1

GOP takes
control 

of AQMD
Lake Forest
Councilman

Dwight Robinson
is selected to join
air quality board.

Robinson

Here are three things to
look for in the high school
football playoffs after the
release Sunday of the CIF-
SS pairings:

High school senior Ash-
ley Cruz was marked late
to school once or twice a
week until last month,
when she gained a few mi-
nutes every morning
thanks to a new bus service
from the Orange County
Transportation Authority
that makes fewer stops. 

Now, the Segerstrom
High School senior leaves
her Orange home each
school day at 6:20 a.m. and
arrives “with 10 minutes to
spare,” Cruz said.

“I used to be really late,”
admitted the 17-year-old,
who doesn’t own a car.

The speedier service is
one part of a multipart plan
by OCTA to attract riders
and stave off losses. 

July marked the 32nd
straight month of declining
ridership, according to an
agency bus service report.
Between 2004 and 2014, 

Will speedier bus service
attract more riders?

OCTA also will
weigh cutting

some routes and
adding others.
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Riders get on the
57X OCTA bus near
Bristol Street and
Sunflower Avenue in
Santa Ana on Thurs-
day. The new express
bus service between
Newport Beach and
Brea makes 15 stops
compared with the
typical 48. SEE OCTA ● PAGE 1 2
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Hundreds of thousands
of Myanmar residents vot-
ed Sunday in what many
described as the first ge-
nuine election in their lives,
an event that could pave
the way to power for long-
time opposition leader
Aung San Suu Kyi. But the
official tally may not be
known for days. NEWS 3

Suu Kyi
hints at
victory

The new book “Emerg-
ing from Turbulence: Boe-
ing and Stories of the
American Workplace To-
day” explores the attitudes
of Boeing veterans, for
whom the merger with
McDonnell Douglas re-
mains a raw wound, and
younger employees, who
know only the current real-
ity. 
BUSINESS ON NEWS 13

Book tells
of changes 
at Boeing 

1City bragging
rights will be on
the line when San-

ta Ana plays Santa
Ana Valley on Friday.

2There are only two county
teams – Mater Dei and
Orange Lutheran, featur-

ing quarterback Lj Northing-
ton, right – in the Pac-5
playoffs, the Southern
Section’s top division. 

3Mission Viejo is the
No. 1 seed in the West
Valley Division,

which the Diablos
are trying to win for
the second year in a
row. MORE ON SPORTS 1
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