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The Trojans defeat Irvine, 36-21, to
earn first trip to the CIF playoffs since
2007. University will meet Woodbridge
Friday night in a battle for the Dennis
Toohey Fence Post Trophy. 
SEE PAGE 17

Uni clinches
playoff berth

The viewer doesn’t ap-
pear fancy – not the kind of
thing that would attract
technology-savvy kids.

It’s made from card-
board and closes with a
small piece of Velcro, and a
rubber band holds a smart-
phone that is tucked on the
inside.

But oh boy, the reaction it
gets.

“Oh, my. ... WHAT?”
screamed 9-year-old Josh-
ua Kim as he held the view-
er to his eyes. 

“Look at the wave! It’s
epic, right?”

At Cypress Village Ele-
mentary School in Irvine
last week, students got a
demonstration of a Google
virtual reality platform.

They are among hun-

CLASSROOMS WITH A VIEW
Irvine students explore far-off

destinations as part of virtual reality
pilot program by Google.

By ROXANA KOPETMAN
STAFF WRITER

MARK RIGHTMIRE, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Caden Shin, a fourth-grade student at Cypress Village
Elementary School in Irvine, experiences virtual reality
last week as part of the Google Expeditions program. SEE VIRTUAL ● PAGE 4

IRVINE ● Earlier this year,
Rosie Rios, the nation’s
43rd treasurer, got an email
from her high school Amer-
ican history teacher.

“I’ve been teaching for 35
years. I walked in my class-
room for the first time to-
day and realized there are
no pictures of historical wo-

men on my walls. None,” he
wrote to Rios, a key player
in the Treasury Depart-
ment’s plan to feature a his-
torical woman on the next
iteration of the $10 bill.

“That’s why I’m glad
these conversations are
happening,” Rios said at
UC Irvine during a recent
informal appearance, one
of many she and other ad-
ministration officials are
making nationwide to gath-
er input on the bill’s rede-
sign.

Bill Maurer, dean of
UCI’s School of Social 

UCI students give input
on $10 bill redesign

A woman will
grace the note
after 2020, but
Beyoncé is out,
treasurer says.

By SARAH de CRESCENZO
STAFF WRITER

SEE $ 1 0 ● PAGE 4

Jennifer Tims can’t remember the last
time she had a room to call her own.

At first, falling asleep alone in the two-
bedroom apartment she
rents in the Alegre
Apartments complex
was an unfamiliar expe-
rience.

“It was a little strange,
to be honest,” said the
35-year-old Irvine resi-
dent, who lives there
with her youngest son,
Julian. Her two older
sons, age 8 and 9, visit of-

ten. “We’re not all together on the floor, or a
pull-out couch, or a futon, or in one bed-
room.”

Tims is among the first residents of Ir-

PHOTOS: MATT MASIN, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Jennifer Tims and her son, Julian, are among the residents living at the Alegre Apartments, the first permanent affordable housing built by the Irvine Community Land Trust.

BY THE
NUMBERS

104
Units in Alegre 

Apartments
complex.

11
One-bedroom units, 

665 square feet.

55
Two-bedroom units, 

934 square feet.

34
Three-bedroom un-

its, 1,177 square feet.

4
Four-bedroom units,

1,395 square feet

‘A DREAM COME TRUE’

ALEGRE APARTMENTS IS IRVINE’S
FIRST PERMANENT AFFORDABLE

HOUSING COMPLEX. 

Outdoor seat-
ing is avail-
able near the
pool at the
Alegre apart-
ment complex
in Irvine. The
Alegre apart-
ments are the
first perma-
nent affor-
dable housing
complex built
by the Irvine
Community
Land Trust.

SEE ALEGRE ● PAGE 4

SARAH 
DE CRESCENZO

STAFF WRITER
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dreds of students on
Orange County campuses
getting a free peek at Goo-
gle Expeditions, which
takes students from the Ga-
lapagos Islands to Rome to
New York City and all the
way to the moon.

For some teachers in
Orange County, the concept
of virtual field trips is noth-
ing new. But the pilot Goo-
gle program offers a more
immersive, all-around ex-
perience that local educa-
tors called a useful tool.

“It complements les-
sons,” Cypress Village
Principal Susan Kemp said.

Teacher Nicole Diaz
guided her fourth-graders
through the Amazon rain
forest by directing on a ta-
blet what they would see.

“It’s really cool we get to
see the Amazon,” said
fourth-grader Aaliyah Pe-
rez. “It’s as if we’re there.”

Google Expeditions is not
as intense as an Oculus Rift
virtual reality experience,
but is it better than a com-
puter?

Definitely, said Nathan
Perry, 11. “You feel like
you’re in it when you’re
looking into it. You’re im-
mersed.”

The Google viewers put
the students inside a photo
that surrounds them. If
they spin around, it is like
they are looking at what’s
behind them. Any position
they tilt their heads – up,
down, left, right – the view
is like they are there.

The pilot program has
been tried out in hundreds
of schools across the globe
and Google plans to even-
tually market the kits, but
no details on when or how
much they would cost are
yet available, a spokesman
said. Now, they are seeking
feedback for any refine-
ments.

Some Orange County

teachers have been leading
their students on virtual
field trips for years, using
other technology.

Students in Scott Be-
dley’s fifth-grade class at
Plaza Vista School in Ir-
vine, for example, have
learned art from a Brooklyn
artist, paleontology from a
paleontologist who has tra-
veled to the Gobi Desert,
and the Mayan culture
from someone in Guatema-
la.

The teacher contacts the
experts on Skype, talking to
them via computer, while
the images are projected
onto a large screen for the
class to view.

“Field trips are just ex-
pensive, so to be able to give
my kids a close experience

that inspires them in some
way and makes them want
to learn more about that
area or field ... is impor-
tant,” Bedley said. 

Tracy Edmisten, a fifth-
grade teacher at Red Hill
Elementary School in Tus-
tin, said she uses Skype in
the Classroom on her iPad
to bring her students to
places like the Buffalo Bill
Center of the West in
Wyoming, where a curator
walked around the museum
with his iPad, showing her
students images projected
onto her classroom’s Smart
Board. 

With virtual field trips,
lessons can jump out of
books, she said – and come
to life.

VIRTUAL
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Students at Cypress Village Elementary School expe-
rienced virtual reality with Google Expeditions last week. 

HOW IT WORKS
● Uses Google Cardboard, a virtual reality viewer made
almost entirely of cardboard, and a smartphone tucked
inside. 
● An app allows a teacher, who leads a group of students
on the virtual trips through a tablet, to point out specific
points of interest along the way.
● Students get a 3D experience. They can build viewers
using their own materials. For more information, visit
g.co/cardboard.

Sciences, invited Rios to
speak. He met her at an
Aug. 5 discussion about the
bill’s redesign at the Smith-
sonian’s National Museum
of American History in
Washington, D.C. Maurer,
an anthropologist whose
research focuses on cur-
rency and how it is used,
was among a group of aca-
demics tapped to give in-
put.

While perhaps not a
household name, Rios’ sig-
nature is on billions’ worth
of the nation’s currency.
She oversees the U.S. Mint
and the Bureau of Engrav-
ing and Printing. 

At the Oct. 29 talk, she
addressed an unexpected
controversy that sprung up
this summer over Treasury
Secretary Jacob Lew’s de-
cision to first revamp the

$10 bill, which features a
portrait of founding father
Alexander Hamilton, in-
stead of the $20, which fea-
tures Andrew Jackson,
who distrusted paper cur-
rency and banks.

The order in which bills
are updated is based solely
on security concerns, she
said. 

The redesign of the bill is
slated to be revealed in
2020, in conjunction with
the 100th anniversary of the
ratification of the 19th
Amendment, which grant-
ed women the right to vote.
The new note is expected to
enter circulation after
2020.

Lew, who has final say,
will announce by year’s end
which historical woman he
has selected. Nearly two
million responses have
been received by the de-
partment so far in response
to its request for input into
the bill’s revamp, Rios said,
from handwritten notes to
social media messages.

Feedback sent to the Trea-
sury as to who should be
featured is viewable at
thenew10.treasury.gov, a
website created to show-
case all public input re-
ceived.

Among the many women
who have been suggested
as candidates are abolition-
ist Harriet Tubman, civil
rights activist Rosa Parks
and first lady Eleanor Roo-
sevelt.

Although the bill won’t
be the first U.S. banknote
on which a woman has been
featured, it has been more
than a century since a por-
trait of a female graced a
greenback, she said. Poca-
hontas and Martha Wash-
ington appeared on bills in
the 1800s.

As to the woman who will
appear on the next iteration
of the $10 bill, there is only
one legal criteria: She must
no longer be living, Rios
said.

“Beyoncé is not an op-
tion,” she joked.

ANA VENEGAS, STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

U.S. Treasurer Rosie Rios spoke recently at UC Irvine about the Treasury’s plan to
feature a woman on the $10 bill. She was invited by Social Sciences Dean Bill Maurer.

$10
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vine’s first permanent af-
fordable housing complex.
The Alegre project encom-
passes 104 units open to
people who earn up to half
of the area’s median in-
come, based on household
size.

The housing project, dev-
eloped by AMCAL Multi-
Housing, is the first perma-
nent low-income housing in
the city facilitated by the Ir-
vine Community Land
Trust, a nonprofit organi-
zation established with the
goal of adding about 5,000
permanent low-income
housing units to the city’s
stock of affordable housing. 

Tims calls the apart-
ment, for which she pays
$830 monthly, a “dream
come true.” 

Months after moving in,
she still chokes up when she
recalls the moment she
learned her name had been
drawn in the lottery that
determined who would get
to move in. Her lucky num-
ber was 27, Tims said.

Construction on the
3 acres of land near Sand
Canyon Avenue, next to Cy-
press Community Park, be-
gan in late 2013. 

With only an artist’s ren-
dering to show what the
apartments would look like,
more than 2,400 people –
most from the immediate
area – signed an interest
list, said Mark Asturias, Ir-
vine Community Land
Trust’s executive director.

“There was such a high
level of demand, we hardly
had to do any marketing,”
he said. 

Residents moved into the
new apartments this sum-
mer.

Mario Turner, vice presi-
dent of development at AM-
CAL, said the caliber of the
community was defined
early in the planning pro-
cess by the Land Trust.

“They told us: ‘This has
to meet or exceed Irvine Co.
standards,’ ” Turner said. 

The Alegre units are spa-

cious, with a washer and
dryer and free Internet ac-
cess. The complex has a
two-story community cen-
ter with a kitchen and com-
puters, a game room tai-
lored to teens and a small
gym.

Next to the leasing office
is a pool; and there is a cov-
ered playground for young
children. Gates give resi-
dents direct access to the
adjacent community park,
which also has a play-
ground.

The goal was to con-
struct “an asset to the com-
munity,” Asturias said. “It
has to feel like it’s part of
the community, not an
afterthought.”

Within walking distance
are two of Irvine Unified’s
newest schools: Cypress
Village Elementary School,
which opened in 2014, and
Jeffrey Trail Middle
School, which opened in
2013. A shopping center
with a grocery store also is
nearby.

Tims, who before moving
to Alegre was living with
her son in a motel in Ana-
heim, said knowing he will
attend school in a safe envi-
ronment gives her peace of
mind. The complex, quiet
and peaceful, is ideal for a

family, she said.
In May, the Kennedy

Commission, an Irvine-
based low-income housing
advocacy group, named
Alegre its project of the
year at the commission’s
33rd annual Affordable
Housing Awards.

The involvement of the
Land Trust, which owns the
land on which the apart-
ments sit, means the units
will remain slated for low-
income residents in perpe-
tuity. 

That’s unusual. Units
dubbed “affordable” are
typically allowed to revert
to market rate after a
stretch of time, such as 30
years. 

Alegre is just the begin-
ning for the Land Trust,
which aims to create 5,000
such units by 2025. Success
would get Irvine more than
halfway to its goal of having
9,700 affordable units once
fully built out.

The board isn’t resting
on its laurels, Asturias said:
it is targeting a 4-acre piece
of land on which to build its
next complex by 2020.

ALEGRE: Developer plans to keep building
FROM PAG E  1
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Julian, Jennifer Tims’ 5-year-old son, sits atop playground equipment at Alegre Apart-
ments. Jennifer Tims pays $830 in monthly rent for her two-bedroom apartment.

The Alegre apartment complex includes a gym, lounge,
game room, teen room, pool, barbecue, outdoor poolside
seating and a playground. 

CONTACT THE WRITER:

714-796-2221 or

sdecrescenzo@ocregister.com
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