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BRANCH AWARDS

In celebration of the achievements of individual engineers 
and of project teams in Orange County, and to recognize 
National Engineer’s Week, ASCE Orange County Branch 

is pleased to announce the selections for the prestigious 
2010 ASCE OC Awards. The Awards will be presented at the 
dinner event on February 17, 2011; please see the enclosed 
announcement for reservation information and sponsorship 
opportunities. This year’s awardees were selected from 
many worthy nominations presented by ASCE members 
and considered by the Awards and Nominations Committee. 
The Committee is comprised of past president’s of the 
Orange County Branch and they are each thanked for their 
dedication and time provided to this effort. Please join us in 
commending the awardees that are being recognized for their 
commitment to excellence, their substantial contributions to 
the profession of Civil Engineering, and to their efforts to make 
our communities a better place within which to live, play and 
work. The Awardees are as follows:
Young Engineer of the Year – Josue J. Vaglienty, P.E., RBF 
Consulting

Josue Vaglienty received his Bachelor of 
Science degree in Civil Engineering from 
California Polytechnic State University, 
San Luis Obispo in 2003. He joined ASCE 
in 2001 and was involved with the student 
organization while in college holding the 
position of Vice-President of External 
Affairs. Josue earned the California 

registration as a Professional Engineer in 2007. Josue has 
held several Board positions in the Younger Member Forum 
of ASCE OC and assumed the position of President in 2008-
2009. He is currently the Chair of the K-12 Outreach Program 
for the Orange County Branch. He also is an active member 
in the Engineers Without Borders Orange County Chapter. 
His employment has been with RBF Consulting since 2003 
where he has gained extensive experience working on major 
transportation improvement projects including the State Route 
91 westbound widening, the State Route 57 northbound 
widening and the development of the State Route 241 Foothill 
Transportation Corridor.
Government Engineer of Merit – Rose Casey, P.E., Orange 
County Transportation Authority

Rose Casey holds a Bachelors of Science 
degree in Civil Engineering from the 
University of California, Davis and is 
a Registered Professional Engineer in 
California. Rose is a professional in civil 
engineering who has distinguished herself 
in public service for the Orange County 
Transportation Authority and, previously, for 

the California Department of Transportation. Her leadership 
style and professional accomplishments serve as a role 

model for other women in civil engineering, transportation, 
and public service. She was named one of the 25 most 
influential women in Los Angeles transportation over the 
past 25 years by the WTS Los Angeles chapter. Among her 
many civil engineering accomplishments are her assignments 
as the Program Manager for the $2.0 billion Interstate 405 
improvement project (responsible for direction and leadership 
of one of the largest transportation projects in Orange County 
history), Program Manager for the $275 million Interstate 
5 HOV project in San Clemente, Program Manager for the 
$500 million Interstate 5 improvement project in Mission Viejo,  
Project Manager for Caltrans District 12 (Orange County) for 
the $1 billion Interstate 5 improvement project in Anaheim and 
Deputy District Director of Caltrans District 7 (Los Angeles) 
for the Division of Planning, Public Transportation, and Local 
Assistance.
Government Engineer of Merit – Rudy Emami, P.E., City 
of Anaheim

Rudy Emami holds Bachelor of Science 
and Master of Science degrees in Civil 
Engineering granted by California State 
University Long Beach. He is the Design 
Services Manager for the City of Anaheim 
has led a staff of 18 in-house designers 
and project engineers towards completion 
of several large scale projects during his 

tenure at the City.  He has risen through the ranks, working 
in both the private and public sectors, and is well known in 
the industry as highly competent, dependable, creative and 
fair.  Rudy has a track record of building successful projects 
and using successful strategies to earn trust with residents, 
businesses, elected officials and peers.  He is well known 
amongst his peers for "getting things done".  His Civil 
Engineering projects have included freeway interchanges, 
community facility districts, street and intersection projects, 
sewer and storm drain projects. Specifically, Rudy has been 
in responsible charge of numerous high profile projects 
including being Project Manager for the design and right 
of way acquisition of the Gene Autry Way overcrossing 
at Interstate 5 ($45mil), Contract Administrator for the 
construction of Anaheim Heliport Project, Project Manager 
for the establishment of the $250 million Community Facilities 
District in the Anaheim Platinum Triangle, Program Manager 
for the design of Anaheim’s phase 1 sewer system capacity 
improvement program ($45mil) – selected for the 2009 ASCE 
Project Achievement Award, Program Manager for the design 
of 30+ miles of street widening, beautification, smart streets 
and rehabilitation and City Project Engineer for the four BNSF 
grade separation projects - assisting in modifying designs to 
save money and improve mobility. 
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Government Engineer of the Year – Gregory P. Heiertz, 
P.E., Irvine Ranch Water District

Greg Heiertz received his Bachelor of 
Science degree in Civil Engineering in 1978 
from the University of California, Irvine, and, 
at the same time, he earned a degree in 
Biological Sciences. In 1987, he received 
his Masters in Business Administration from 
UCI.  Greg became a member of ASCE 
during his college undergraduate years and 

stayed engaged with ASCE, eventually being elected to be 
the President of the Orange County Branch in 2004-2005. He 
has continued his service to ASCE and is currently the Los 
Angeles Section President of ASCE.  In 2007-2008, he was 
the President of the UCI Civil and Environmental Engineering 
Affiliates. After a brief time in the private sector, Greg joined 
the Irvine Ranch Water District in 1979 where he has been 
employed ever since. During his career, he rose from Project 
Engineer to Director of Water Conservation to Director of 
Engineering and Planning and to his current position as the 
Director of Planning and Water Resources. Greg has been in 
responsible charge of major improvements to the IRWD water 
and sewer collection system that serves a fulltime population of 
330,000 residents and a daytime population of approximately 
500,000 people. The District encompasses 181 square miles 
including residents in the City of Irvine and portions of the cities 
of Tustin, Newport Beach, Costa Mesa, Orange, Lake Forest 
and unincorporated areas of Orange County. Currently, Greg is 
responsible for general strategic management of the Planning 
and Water Resources Department.  He develops policies for 
master planning water and wastewater and reclaimed water 
facilities, develops business strategies for planning, water 
conservation, groundwater, recycled water and water banking 
activities, develops multi-year capital budgets and project 
financing master plans, manages the water conservation 
program, represents the agency before city councils, water 
agency boards, and homeowners associations, negotiates 
inter-agency agreements and manages a staff of 30.
Engineer of Merit – Cindy L. Miller, P.E., RBF Consulting

Cindy Miller received her Bachelor of 
Science degree in Civil Engineering in 
1994 from the University of California, 
Irvine and is a Registered Professional 
Engineer in both California and Utah. She 
is currently the President of the UCI Civil 
and Environmental Engineering Affiliates. 
Cindy serves as a Vice President in RBF’s 

Water Resources Department, supervising engineering and 
design staff within the Water Resources Department, and is 
experienced in the preparation of plans, specifications, and 
construction cost estimates for major water and wastewater 
projects.  She has performed analysis and design for water, 
recycled water, and sewer pipelines; pump stations; reservoirs 
(both concrete and steel construction); flow control facilities; 
and treatment facilities. Her recent project experiences 

include work on the Orangethorpe Avenue Transmission 
Main and Concerto Booster Pump Station Improvements 
(Anaheim and Placentia, CA) 2010, Planning Area 30 and 51 
Great Park / Great Park Neighborhoods – Master Planning 
Support Services - (Irvine, CA), Wells 21 and 22 Preliminary 
Design (Orange County, CA) Ongoing/2009, and the Baker 
Regional Water Treatment Plant (Orange County, CA). Cindy 
is published in an article by Cindy L. Miller, Scott Burton, and 
Ken Manning, on "Preserving the Chino Basin", as published 
in ASCE's Civil Engineering, May 2007.
Engineer of Merit – Gary Gilbert, P.E., G.E., Diaz-Yourman 
& Associates

Gary Gilbert received his Bachelor 
of Science and Master of Science 
engineering degrees from the California 
State University Long Beach. He is both 
a Registered Professional Civil Engineer 
and Geotechnical Engineer in the State 
of California.  Gary has over 14 years of 
experience.  His geotechnical experience 

includes a wide variety of projects including port facilities, 
airports, commercial centers, and bridges.  Gary has a long 
history of involvement in ASCE and is currently serving as 
Treasurer of ASCE Los Angeles Section. In the recent past, 
he was a Board member with the Younger Member Forum 
and has been the Chair or member of several committees of 
the Orange County Branch including legislative, history and 
heritage, student activities, and K-12 outreach. He is also 
involved with the Engineers without Borders Orange County 
Chapter with the Honduras project.  
Land Development Engineer of the Year – Jamie Yoshida, 
P.E., P.L.S., Irvine Community Development Company

Jamie Yoshida currently serves as Vice 
President, Engineering at Irvine Community 
Development Company.  He has both 
Bachelor of Science and Master of Science 
degrees in Civil Engineering from the 
University of California, Irvine. He is a 
Registered Professional Engineer and Land 
Surveyor in California. His duties include 

interfacing with project management, builders, agencies, and 
consultants to determine infrastructure delivery requirements 
and project expenditures in accordance with business plan 
goals.  Some key projects he has worked on include: Newport 
Coast, Crystal Cove, Turtle Ridge, Shady Canyon, Quail 
Hill, Northwood, Woodbury, Portola Springs, Orchard Hills, 
Santiago Hills II, and Mountain Park.  He previously worked at 
Van Dell and Associates for seven years in positions ranging 
from Design Engineer to Executive Vice President.  While at 
Van Dell and Associates he worked on several infrastructure, 
residential, retail, and industrial projects primarily in Southern 
California.  Outside of work he likes to golf, travel, play tennis, 
and spend time with family and friends.
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and is well known in the industry as highly competent, dependable, creative and fair.  
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included freeway interchanges, community facility districts, street and intersection 
projects, sewer and storm drain projects. Specifically, Rudy has been in responsible 
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and right of way acquisition of the Gene Autry Way overcrossing at Interstate 5 ($45mil), 
Contract Administrator for the construction of Anaheim Heliport Project, Project 
Manager for the establishment of the $250 million Community Facilities District in the 
Anaheim Platinum Triangle, Program Manager for the design of Anaheim’s phase 1 
sewer system capacity improvement program ($45mil) – selected for the 2009 ASCE 
Project Achievement Award, Program Manager for the design of 30+ miles of street 
widening, beautification, smart streets and rehabilitation and City Project Engineer for 
the four BNSF grade separation projects - assisting in modifying designs to save money 
and improve mobility.  
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Engineer of the Year – John Hogan, P.E., Hall and Foreman
John Hogan is President and Chief Executive 
Officer of Hall & Foreman, Inc. (HFI) based 
in Tustin, California.  HFI, founded in 1961, 
provides civil engineering, surveying, and 
land planning services to both public sector 
and private sector clients.  The firm has four 
southern California offices. John earned 
his Bachelor of Science degree in Civil 

Engineering from the University of Southern California and his 
Master of Science degree in Civil Engineering from California 
State University Long Beach.  He joined HFI as a project 
manager in 1987 after spending the early part of his engineering 
career with the Southern California Gas Company and AC 
Martin Partners.  In 1993, John was appointed a principal of 
HFI.  He became the firm’s fourth president in 1996.  During his 
37-year engineering career, John has managed design teams 
for a variety of large-scale land development projects and 
challenging commercial, industrial and public works projects.  
He has developed expertise in performing feasibility studies, 
infrastructure planning, and identifying financing alternatives.  
Over the years, John has been the lead civil engineer on a 
variety of notable projects.  The ones in Orange County 
include Koll Center Irvine, Covenant Hills - Ladera Ranch, and 
Metro Pointe in Costa Mesa.  John’s involvement with ASCE 
has been continuous since his college days at USC where he 
was an officer in the student chapter.   After graduation, John 
became active with the LA Section AMF (now YMF) becoming 
its president in 1981.  He was the ASCE Orange County 
Branch President in 2005-2006.  He is currently serving as 
the Los Angeles Section President-elect.  John also serves on 
the Board of Directors of the Orange County Building Industry 
Association.
Distinguished Engineering Educator – Stephen Ritchie, 
Ph.D,, U.C. Irvine

Dr. Stephen Ritchie is a professor of Civil 
and Environmental Engineering and 
Director of the Institute of Transportation 
Studies at the University of California, 
Irvine. He earned his Bachelor and 
Masters degrees in Engineering at Monash 
University in Australia and his Doctorate 
in Civil and Environmental Engineering-

Transportation from Cornell University in 1983. Dr. Ritchie 
studies transportation systems engineering and is specifically 
interested in advanced traffic management and control 
systems. He is primarily focused on the development and 
application of new information technologies to support more 
efficient transportation systems. Dr. Ritchie's current research 
efforts are on the implementation of intelligent traffic detection, 
surveillance and operations systems based on vehicle 
signature analysis and re-identification. He has been awarded 
the prominent Frank M. Masters Transportation Engineering 
Award for 2010 by ASCE. The award recognizes a member of 
the Society for the best example of innovative or noteworthy 
planning, design or construction of transportation facilities. 
Dr. Ritchie has also been a huge advocate of ASCE, and is 

always promoting to students the importance of being involved 
in ASCE.  
Excellence in Engineering Journalism – Patt Morrison, 
KPCC radio

“Patt Morrison is a columnist for the Los 
Angeles Times, host of the 2-hour weekday 
talk program “Patt Morrison” on 89.3 KPCC 
and frequent commentator on National 
Public Radio. She co-hosted the Life Times 
program on KCET-TV from 1993 to 2001. 
Her fashion trademark is wearing a variety 
of hats that match the rest of her outfit, and 

she is never seen in public without one. Morrison is a cum laude 
graduate of Occidental College and was named its alumnus 
of the year in 1995. In 1998 she was elected to the college's 
Board of Trustees.” (connect.in.com) She is known to have 
an interest in infrastructure issues, has dedicated several of 
her radio programs to the topic and recently interviewed the 
Los Angeles Section President of ASCE on the topic of the 
Infrastructure Report Card. 
Lifetime Achievement in Civil Engineering – Terry J. 
Hartman, P.E., The Irvine Company

Terry Hartman earned his Bachelor of 
Science degree in Civil Engineering from 
the University of Washington in 1963. 
He has held licenses as a Registered 
Professional Engineer in ten states, 
including California.  He is a Life Member 
of the American Society of Civil Engineers, 
and has received numerous awards for his 

service to the engineering profession. Mr. Hartman is currently 
Vice President, Community Infrastructure for Irvine Community 
Development Company, an affiliate of the Irvine Company in 
Newport Beach, California. He manages engineering support 
for planning, entitlement, design and environmental science 
programs for new communities on the 93,000 acre Irvine 
Ranch in Orange County. He partners with public agencies 
in the delivery of major regional infrastructure, investment 
properties, and residential communities.  He directs a wide 
spectrum of consultants toward the successful design and 
construction of private and public works and natural resources 
management. Mr. Hartman’s over 47 years of work experience 
has been built on providing the highest quality products from 
the business of civil and environmental engineering, land 
surveying, and construction management.  His early career 
ranged from principal and officer at Van Dell & Associates 
(Irvine), PERC Consultants (Denver), TERA Corporation 
(Denver), VTN Corporation (New Orleans and Irvine) to 
Associate Engineer for the California State Department of 
Water Resources (Sacramento). For the Orange County 
Branch of ASCE, he has been a critical member of the steering 
committee for all three editions (2002, 2005 & 2010) of the 
Infrastructure Report Card providing consistency between 
each edition and professional guidance needed to complete 
each report. In 2010, Mr. Hartman was honored to receive 
the special “Lifetime Achievement” award from the American 
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Springs, Orchard Hills, Santiago Hills II, and Mountain Park.  He previously worked at 
Van Dell and Associates for seven years in positions ranging from Design Engineer to 
Executive Vice President.  While at Van Dell and Associates he worked on several 
infrastructure, residential, retail, and industrial projects primarily in Southern California.  
Outside of work he likes to golf, travel, play tennis, and spend time with family and 
friends.  
 
Engineer of the Year – John Hogan, P.E., Hall and Foreman 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
John Hogan is President and Chief Executive Officer of Hall & Foreman, Inc. (HFI) 
based in Tustin, California.  HFI, founded in 1961, provides civil engineering, surveying, 
and land planning services to both public sector and private sector clients.  The firm has 
four southern California offices. John earned his Bachelor of Science degree in Civil 
Engineering from the University of Southern California and his Master of Science 
degree in Civil Engineering from California State University Long Beach.  He joined HFI 
as a project manager in 1987 after spending the early part of his engineering career 
with the Southern California Gas Company and AC Martin Partners.  In 1993, John was 
appointed a principal of HFI.  He became the firm’s fourth president in 1996.  During his 
37-year engineering career, John has managed design teams for a variety of large-
scale land development projects and challenging commercial, industrial and public 
works projects.  He has developed expertise in performing feasibility studies, 
infrastructure planning, and identifying financing alternatives.  Over the years, John has 
been the lead civil engineer on a variety of notable projects.  The ones in Orange 
County include Koll Center Irvine, Covenant Hills - Ladera Ranch, and Metro Pointe in 
Costa Mesa.  John’s involvement with ASCE has been continuous since his college 
days at USC where he was an officer in the student chapter.   After graduation, John 
became active with the LA Section AMF (now YMF) becoming its president in 1981.  He 
was the ASCE Orange County Branch President in 2005-2006.  He is currently serving 
as the Los Angeles Section President-elect.  John also serves on the Board of Directors 
of the Orange County Building Industry Association. 
 
 
 
 
 

Distinguished Engineering Educator – Stephen Ritchie, Ph.D,, U.C. Irvine 
 

 
 
Dr. Stephen Ritchie is a professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering and Director 
of the Institute of Transportation Studies at the University of California, Irvine. He 
earned his Bachelor and Masters degrees in Engineering at Monash University in 
Australia and his Doctorate in Civil and Environmental Engineering-Transportation from 
Cornell University in 1983. Dr. Ritchie studies transportation systems engineering and is 
specifically interested in advanced traffic management and control systems. He is 
primarily focused on the development and application of new information technologies 
to support more efficient transportation systems. Dr. Ritchie's current research efforts 
are on the implementation of intelligent traffic detection, surveillance and operations 
systems based on vehicle signature analysis and re-identification. He has been 
awarded the prominent Frank M. Masters Transportation Engineering Award for 2010 
by ASCE. The award recognizes a member of the Society for the best example of 
innovative or noteworthy planning, design or construction of transportation facilities. Dr. 
Ritchie has also been a huge advocate of ASCE, and is always promoting to students 
the importance of being involved in ASCE.   
 
Excellence in Engineering Journalism – Patt Morrison, KPPC radio 
 

 
 

Distinguished Engineering Educator – Stephen Ritchie, Ph.D,, U.C. Irvine 
 

 
 
Dr. Stephen Ritchie is a professor of Civil and Environmental Engineering and Director 
of the Institute of Transportation Studies at the University of California, Irvine. He 
earned his Bachelor and Masters degrees in Engineering at Monash University in 
Australia and his Doctorate in Civil and Environmental Engineering-Transportation from 
Cornell University in 1983. Dr. Ritchie studies transportation systems engineering and is 
specifically interested in advanced traffic management and control systems. He is 
primarily focused on the development and application of new information technologies 
to support more efficient transportation systems. Dr. Ritchie's current research efforts 
are on the implementation of intelligent traffic detection, surveillance and operations 
systems based on vehicle signature analysis and re-identification. He has been 
awarded the prominent Frank M. Masters Transportation Engineering Award for 2010 
by ASCE. The award recognizes a member of the Society for the best example of 
innovative or noteworthy planning, design or construction of transportation facilities. Dr. 
Ritchie has also been a huge advocate of ASCE, and is always promoting to students 
the importance of being involved in ASCE.   
 
Excellence in Engineering Journalism – Patt Morrison, KPPC radio 
 

 
 “Patt Morrison is a columnist for the Los Angeles Times, host of the 2-hour weekday talk 
program “Patt Morrison” on 89.3 KPCC and frequent commentator on National Public 
Radio. She co-hosted the Life Times program on KCET-TV from 1993 to 2001. Her 
fashion trademark is wearing a variety of hats that match the rest of her outfit, and she 
is never seen in public without one. Morrison is a cum laude graduate of Occidental 
College and was named its alumnus of the year in 1995. In 1998 she was elected to the 
college's Board of Trustees.” (connect.in.com) She is known to have an interest in 
infrastructure issues, has dedicated several of her radio programs to the topic and 
recently interviewed the Los Angeles Section President of ASCE on the topic of the 
Infrastructure Report Card.  
 
Lifetime Achievement in Civil Engineering – Terry J. Hartman, P.E., The Irvine 
Company 
 

 
Terry Hartman earned his Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering from the 
University of Washington in 1963. He has held licenses as a Registered Professional 
Engineer in ten states, including California.  He is a Life Member of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers, and has received numerous awards for his service to the 
engineering profession. Mr. Hartman is currently Vice President, Community 
Infrastructure for Irvine Community Development Company, an affiliate of the Irvine 
Company in Newport Beach, California. He manages engineering support for planning, 
entitlement, design and environmental science programs for new communities on the 
93,000 acre Irvine Ranch in Orange County. He partners with public agencies in the 
delivery of major regional infrastructure, investment properties, and residential 
communities.  He directs a wide spectrum of consultants toward the successful design 
and construction of private and public works and natural resources management. Mr. 
Hartman’s over 47 years of work experience has been built on providing the highest 
quality products from the business of civil and environmental engineering, land 
surveying, and construction management.  His early career ranged from principal and 
officer at Van Dell & Associates (Irvine), PERC Consultants (Denver), TERA 
Corporation (Denver), VTN Corporation (New Orleans and Irvine) to Associate Engineer 
for the California State Department of Water Resources (Sacramento). For the Orange 
County Branch of ASCE, he has been a critical member of the steering committee for all 
three editions (2002, 2005 & 2010) of the Infrastructure Report Card providing 
consistency between each edition and professional guidance needed to complete each 
report. In 2010, Mr. Hartman was honored to receive the special “Lifetime Achievement” 
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Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC), Orange County 
Chapter.  Mr. Hartman is a past President of the Orange 
County Chapter of the Consulting Engineers & Land Surveyors 
of California (CELSOC; renamed ACEC California) and He is 
a past President of the University of California, Irvine Civil and 
Environmental Engineering Affiliate.
President’s Award – William E. Cameron, P.E., City of San 
Clemente

William (Bill) Cameron has been the Public 
Works Director and City Engineer for the 
City of San Clemente for the past 24 years 
within an overall Civil Engineering career 
of 40 years. He received his Bachelor 
of Science Degree from the Iowa State 
University and is a Registered Professional 
Engineer in both California and Oregon. 

This year’s President’s Award winner is being recognized for 
his long term leadership and creative infrastructure programs 
to improve quality of life and infrastructure in San Clemente. 
Prior to San Clemente, Bill was City Engineer and Public Works 
Director in Gresham, Oregon for 10 years. His career began 
in Glendora, California as a Civil Engineering Assistant for 4 
years. Bill attributes the success of his Public Works career to 
a number of factors. They include the direction and support 
of City Councils and City Managers who understand the 
importance of building and maintaining quality infrastructure to 
meet the needs of their citizens, responsive, high quality Public 
Works employees and teamwork with other departments, and 
the fact that his staff are continuously striving to improve how 
services can be enhanced and performed in a cost-effective 
manner. Maintaining the status quo is not acceptable to Bill. 
His efforts to maintain and improve Public Works infrastructure 
have resulted in innovative programs and projects to expand 
the capacity of and rehabilitate municipal facilities including 
streets, storm drains, parks, pier, sewer, water, and recycled 
water systems. He has directed the development of innovative 
asset management programs for several of these systems 
and creative financial programs to fund rehabilitation and 
upgrading of public works infrastructure. Examples of funding 
mechanisms are a city-wide street assessment district, storm 
drain utility fee, clean ocean utility fee and development 
impact fee for streets.  Bill is especially proud of the City’s 
Street Improvement Program that has rehabilitated more than 
50% of the City’s deteriorating streets over the past 15 years. 
Bill has also been a long time member of the OCTA Technical 
Advisory Committee helping to successfully complete the 
implementation of Measure M. He is well regarded and 
respected by his peers. Bill enjoys the quick pace, wide variety 
of Public Works infrastructure and challenges of fast-growing 
cities with aging infrastructure. He looks forward to continuing 
the efforts of the Public Works team to improve services 
provided for San Clemente residents and businesses.

Project Achievement – Bristol Street Widening, City of 
Santa Ana 

The Bristol Street Corridor 
Widening Program entails the 
widening and reconstruction of a 
3.9-mile segment of Bristol Street 
from Warner Avenue to Memory 
Lane in the City of Santa Ana.  The 
vision was to create a signature 

transportation corridor in the heart of Orange County.  The 
project widened the roadway from four to six travel lanes and 
included other related improvements to increase the level of 
service and to accommodate the future implementation of 
Santa Ana’s Fixed Guideway Project and OCTA’s Bus Rapid 
Transit (BRT). Construction of the Bristol Corridor began in 
2000.  The first segment, Saint Andrew Place to McFadden 
Avenue was completed in 2002 for a total cost of $44.9 million.  
The second, Elm Street to Memory Lane was completed in 
2003 for a total cost of $4.3 million.  The candidate project, 
from Pine Street to Third Street, is the third segment of Bristol 
to be constructed.  It entailed widening the street from two 
to three lanes in each direction.  The widening provided for 
dual left-turn lanes, dedicated right-turn lanes and far-side bus 
turnouts in both the northbound and southbound directions 
at First Street. The project also included raised medians, 
enhanced parkway landscaping and sound walls adjacent 
to the remaining parcels.  The total project cost was $19.8 
million. The project enhanced the Level of Service (LOS) of 
this segment of Bristol Street, especially at the intersection 
of Bristol and First.  The a.m. LOS was increased from C to 
A and the p.m. LOS was increased from F to D.  The new 
bus turnouts at the Bristol/First intersection increased the 
mobility of nearby residents as they provide for future Bus 
Rapid Transit.  Drainage improvements greatly reduce the 
possibility of future flooding.  The aesthetic improvements, 
including enhanced landscape and hardscape, have had a 
major positive impact on improving the appearance of this 
previously blighted area.
Project Achievement – Ortega Highway Widening – 
County of Orange and Caltrans District 12

The Ortega Highway (SR 74) 
widening project is a great example 
of partnership between State and 
County transportation agencies.  
The project is within the County of 
Orange, extending 5,500 feet east 
of the City of San Juan Capistrano 

boundary. It included road widening, from two to four 
lanes, a new bridge over San Juan Creek with associated 
revetment, drainage facilities, service utilities, bioswales for 
water quality and traffic signals. While entailing cooperative 
agreements between Caltrans and the County of Orange, 
it also necessitated the participation of an array of multiple 
utility providers for power, fuel, natural gas, water, sewer, 
reclaimed water, telecommunications, and the local school 
district, in total, 11 additional agencies were involved. Equally 
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award from the American Council of Engineering Companies (ACEC), Orange County 
Chapter.  Mr. Hartman is a past President of the Orange County Chapter of the 
Consulting Engineers & Land Surveyors of California (CELSOC; renamed ACEC 
California) and He is a past President of the University of California, Irvine Civil and 
Environmental Engineering Affiliate. 

President’s Award – William E. Cameron, P.E., City of San Clemente 

 
William (Bill) Cameron has been the Public Works Director and City Engineer for the 
City of San Clemente for the past 24 years within an overall Civil Engineering career of 
40 years. He received his Bachelor of Science Degree from the University of Iowa and 
is a Registered Professional Engineer in both California and Oregon. This year’s 
President’s Award winner is being recognized for his long term leadership and creative 
infrastructure programs to improve quality of life and infrastructure in San Clemente. 
Prior to San Clemente, Bill was City Engineer and Public Works Director in Gresham, 
Oregon for 10 years. His career began in Glendora, California as a Civil Engineering 
Assistant for 4 years. Bill attributes the success of his Public Works career to a number 
of factors. They include the direction and support of City Councils and City Managers 
who understand the importance of building and maintaining quality infrastructure to 
meet the needs of their citizens, responsive, high quality Public Works employees and 
teamwork with other departments, and the fact that his staff are continuously striving to 
improve how services can be enhanced and performed in a cost-effective manner. 
Maintaining the status quo is not acceptable to Bill. His efforts to maintain and improve 
Public Works infrastructure have resulted in innovative programs and projects to expand 
the capacity of and rehabilitate municipal facilities including streets, storm drains, parks, 
pier, sewer, water, and recycled water systems. He has directed the development of 
innovative asset management programs for several of these systems and creative 
financial programs to fund rehabilitation and upgrading of public works infrastructure. 
Examples of funding mechanisms are a city-wide street assessment district, storm drain 
utility fee, clean ocean utility fee and development impact fee for streets.  Bill is 
especially proud of the City’s Street Improvement Program that has rehabilitated more 
than 50% of the City’s deteriorating streets over the past 15 years. Bill has also been a 
long time member of the OCTA Technical Advisory Committee helping to successfully 
complete the implementation of Measure M. He is well regarded and respected by his 
peers. Bill enjoys the quick pace, wide variety of Public Works infrastructure and 
challenges of fast-growing cities with aging infrastructure. He looks forward to 

continuing the efforts of the Public Works team to improve services provided for San 
Clemente residents and businesses. 

 

Project Achievement – Bristol Street Widening, City of Santa Ana 

 
The Bristol Street Corridor Widening Program entails the widening and reconstruction of 
a 3.9-mile segment of Bristol Street from Warner Avenue to Memory Lane in the City of 
Santa Ana.  The vision was to create a signature transportation corridor in the heart of 
Orange County.  The project widened the roadway from four to six travel lanes and 
included other related improvements to increase the level of service and to 
accommodate the future implementation of Santa Ana’s Fixed Guideway Project and 
OCTA’s Bus Rapid Transit (BRT). Construction of the Bristol Corridor began in 2000.  
The first segment, Saint Andrew Place to McFadden Avenue was completed in 2002 for 
a total cost of $44.9 million.  The second, Elm Street to Memory Lane was completed in 
2003 for a total cost of $4.3 million.  The candidate project, from Pine Street to Third 
Street, is the third segment of Bristol to be constructed.  It entailed widening the street 
from two to three lanes in each direction.  The widening provided for dual left-turn lanes, 
dedicated right-turn lanes and far-side bus turnouts in both the northbound and 
southbound directions at First Street. The project also included raised medians, 
enhanced parkway landscaping and sound walls adjacent to the remaining parcels.  
The total project cost was $19.8 million. The project enhanced the Level of Service 
(LOS) of this segment of Bristol Street, especially at the intersection of Bristol and First.  
The a.m. LOS was increased from C to A and the p.m. LOS was increased from F to D.  
The new bus turnouts at the Bristol/First intersection increased the mobility of nearby 
residents as they provide for future Bus Rapid Transit.  Drainage improvements greatly 
reduce the possibility of future flooding.  The aesthetic improvements, including 
enhanced landscape and hardscape, have had a major positive impact on improving the 
appearance of this previously blighted area. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project Achievement – Ortega Highway Widening – County of Orange and 
Caltrans District 12 
 

 
 
The Ortega Highway (SR 74) widening project is a great example of partnership 
between State and County transportation agencies.  The project is within the County of 
Orange, extending 5,500 feet east of the City of San Juan Capistrano boundary. It 
included road widening, from two to four lanes, a new bridge over San Juan Creek with 
associated revetment, drainage facilities, service utilities, bioswales for water quality 
and traffic signals. While entailing cooperative agreements between Caltrans and the 
County of Orange, it also necessitated the participation of an array of multiple utility 
providers for power, fuel, natural gas, water, sewer, reclaimed water, 
telecommunications, and the local school district, in total, 11 additional agencies were 
involved. Equally important were both the traveling public that use this highway to avoid 
SR91 and also the surrounding land owner, Rancho Mission Viejo. Ortega highway had 
been in place for nearly a century with several improvement projects over the years that 
followed installation. The current design was complicated by environmental protection 
and enhancement features.  The project is most impressive for creating a “state of the 
art” highway design using natural features for enhancing scenic beauty of the area 
including controlling water quality through bioswales, attenuating noise through 
rubberized asphalt, integrating with trails for neighborhood electric vehicles (first on a 
state highway), bikeway, and regional riding & hiking, implementing buried revetments 
limiting impacts to San Juan Creek, undergrounding an array of overhead utilities, 
preserving uses for agriculture and parks, and ultimately the project will include utilizing 
recycled water for irrigation. 
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important were both the traveling public that use this highway 
to avoid SR91 and also the surrounding land owner, Rancho 
Mission Viejo. Ortega highway had been in place for nearly 
a century with several improvement projects over the years 
that followed installation. The current design was complicated 
by environmental protection and enhancement features.  The 
project is most impressive for creating a “state of the art” 
highway design using natural features for enhancing scenic 
beauty of the area including controlling water quality through 
bioswales and attenuating noise through rubberized asphalt.  
It integrates with trails for neighborhood electric vehicles 
(the first on a state highway), bikeways, and regional riding 
& hiking; implements buried revetments limiting impacts to 
San Juan Creek, undergrounds an array of overhead utilities, 
preserving uses for agriculture and parks. Ultimately the 
project will include utilizing recycled water for irrigation.
Sustainable Project – Newport Avenue Warm Mix AC, 
County of Orange and City of Tustin

Construction on Orange County 
Public Works Newport Avenue 
Pavement Rehabilitation Project, 
a pavement improvement project, 
began in June of 2010.  This $2.6 
million project, which partnered 

with the City of Tustin, is partially funded by the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  The noteworthy 
part of the project is its “green” aspect – the introduction 
of Warm Mix Asphalt Technology.  Utilization of Warm Mix 
Asphalt on Newport Avenue, which was recommended by 
Wilfried Niemann (Project Engineer for OC Public Works/
Operations & Maintenance) and supported by Mike Costello 
(Materials Engineer for OC Public Works), is relatively new 
to Southern California, and the project is the largest yet to 
have been put into action in the state of California.  At the site, 
roughly 17,850 tons of warm mix asphalt was used for the 
structural pavement section and an additional 11,300 tons of 
asphalt rubber hot-mix was used as an overlay for the driving/
wearing course.  The “green” aspect of Warm Mix Asphalt is 
that it is produced at a lower temperature than normal hot mix 
asphalt, which reduces fuel consumption, energy costs, and 
carbon dioxide emissions.   Carbon dioxide emissions and 
potential reductions were monitored throughout the project by 
representatives from the Southern California Gas Company, 
as well as the Asphalt Pavement Association of California 
(APACA).  Benefits of warm mix asphalt also extend beyond 
just environmentally friendly reasons.  Use of the technology 
also allowed for placement of asphalt, in comparison to normal 
hot mix, in a shorter time frame - thereby reducing disruption 
to traffic by permitting travel lanes to be opened more quickly 
resulting in a reduction in the number of construction days.  
Added benefits of the technology included improved workability 
with the material.  These benefits can lead to longer pavement 

life.  In addition to addressing pavement rehabilitation issues, 
the project also addressed rebuilding and retrofitting of 47 
concrete curb ramps to meet American Disabilities Act (ADA) 
needs.  Work on the project was completed in approximately 
three months and ahead of schedule.
Sustainable Project – Upper Newport Bay Restoration, 
County of Orange

The Upper Newport Bay, 
located in Newport Beach, 
is one of the last remaining 
coastal wetlands in Southern 
California. The wetlands play a 
crucial role in providing habitat 

for migratory waterfowl, shorebirds and endangered bird and 
plant species. In the past decades, rapid urbanization of the 
watershed has significantly increased the flow of sedimentation 
into the bay.  The condition of the Upper Newport Bay required 
restoration to preserve this vital natural resource for the future. 
The original watershed area was 15 square miles but with the 
San Diego Creek channelization for flood control purposes, 
it expanded the drainage area to 154 square miles.  Without 
dredging the Bay, the ocean inlet would choke with sediments, 
restricting the tidal influence and gradually turning the Bay 
into a sediment filled meadow. Home to over 500 species of 
animals, Upper Newport Bay is a vital sanctuary for more than 
200 species of birds, six of which are considered endangered.  
Protection and restoration of this regionally significant wildlife 
corridor linkage was a high priority.  At a cost of nearly $50 
million, the project was cost shared with 65% Federal and 
35% local contributions.  The project highlights included two 
sediment basins that were dredged to deepen and widen the 
sediment collection at the north end of the Bay.  The sediment 
basins capture incoming sediment allowing TDML limits to 
be met. A total of 2.3 million cubic yards was dredged and 
safely disposed five miles offshore or was used to improve/
create new islands and mudflats.  Islands were resurfaced 
with a coarse grained sand cap to create viable habitat for the 
California Least Tern, an endangered species. Side channels 
were widened and deepened in an effort to isolate the nesting 
islands from predators, such as raccoons, coyotes, foxes, 
and/or weasels during times of low tides. Dredging on the side 
channels around the bay islands improved tidal circulation 
and enhanced the habitat. New wetlands were created or 
improved to provide more viable habitat. Increased sediment 
basin capacity reduces the maintenance dredging cycle to 
approximately once every 21 years. The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, the California Department of Fish & Game, the 
California Coastal Conservancy, the County of Orange, and 
the City of Newport Beach, served as the multi-agency team 
at the federal, state and local levels, working in partnership to 
restore and enhance Upper Newport Bay's ecosystem.

continued from page 4

Sustainable Project – Upper Newport Bay Restoration, County of Orange 
 

 
The Upper Newport Bay, located in Newport Beach, is one of the last remaining coastal 
wetlands in Southern California. The wetlands play a crucial role in providing habitat for 
migratory waterfowl, shorebirds and endangered bird and plant species. In the past 
decades, rapid urbanization of the watershed has significantly increased the flow of 
sedimentation into the bay.  The condition of the Upper Newport Bay required 
restoration to preserve this vital natural resource for the future. The original watershed 
area was 15 square miles but with the San Diego Creek channelization for flood control 
purposes, it expanded the drainage area to 154 square miles.  Without dredging the 
Bay, the ocean inlet would choke with sediments, restricting the tidal influence, 
gradually turning the Bay into a sediment filled meadow. Home to over 500 species of 
animals, Upper Newport Bay is a vital sanctuary for more than 200 species of birds, six 
of which are considered endangered.  Protection and restoration of this regionally 
significant wildlife corridor linkage was a high priority.  At a cost of nearly $50 million, 
the project was cost shared with 65% Federal and 35% local contribution.  The project 
highlights included two sediment basins were dredged to deepen and widen the 
sediment collection at the north end of the Bay.  The sediment basins capture incoming 
sediment allowing TDML limits to be met. A total of 2.3 million cubic yards were dredged 
and safely disposed five miles offshore or used to improve/create new islands and 
mudflats.  Islands were resurfaced with a coarse grained sand cap to create viable 
habitat for the California Least Tern, an endangered species. Side channels were 
widened and deepened in an effort to isolate the nesting islands from predators, such 
as raccoons, coyotes, foxes, and/or weasels during times of low tides. Dredging on the 
side channels around the bay islands improved tidal circulation and enhanced the 
habitat. New wetlands were created or improved to provide more viable habitat. 
Increased sediment basin capacity reduces the maintenance dredging cycle to 
approximately once every 21 years. The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the California 
Department of Fish & Game, the California Coastal Conservancy, the County of 
Orange, and the City of Newport Beach, served as the multi-agency team at the federal, 
state and local levels, working in partnership to restore and enhance Upper Newport 
Bay's ecosystem. 

   

Sustainable Project – Newport Avenue Warm Mix AC, County of Orange and City 
of Tustin 
 

 
 
Construction on Orange County Public Works Newport Avenue Pavement Rehabilitation 
Project, a pavement improvement project, began in June of 2010.  This $2.6 million 
project, which partnered with the City of Tustin, is partially funded by the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA).  The noteworthy part of the project is its 
“green” aspect – the introduction of Warm Mix Asphalt Technology.  Utilization of Warm 
Mix Asphalt on Newport Avenue, which was recommended by Wilfried Niemann 
(Project Engineer for OC Public Works/Operations & Maintenance) and supported by 
Mike Costello (Materials Engineer for OC Public Works), is relatively new to Southern 
California, and the project is the largest yet to have been put into action in the state of 
California.  At the site, roughly 17,850 tons of warm mix asphalt was used for the 
structural pavement section and an additional 11,300 tons of asphalt rubber hot-mix 
was used as an overlay for the driving/wearing course.  The “green” aspect of Warm 
Mix Asphalt is that it is produced at a lower temperature than normal hot mix asphalt, 
which reduces fuel consumption, energy costs, and carbon dioxide emissions.   Carbon 
dioxide emissions and potential reductions were monitored throughout the project by 
representatives from the Southern California Gas Company, as well as the Asphalt 
Pavement Association of California (APACA).  Benefits of warm mix asphalt also extend 
beyond just environmentally friendly reasons.  Use of the technology also allowed for 
placement of asphalt, in comparison to normal hot mix, in a shorter time frame - thereby 
reducing disruption to traffic by permitting travel lanes to be opened more quickly 
resulting in a reduction in the number of construction days.  Added benefits of the 
technology included improved workability with the material.  These benefits can lead to 
longer pavement life.  In addition to addressing pavement rehabilitation issues, the 
project also addressed rebuilding and retrofitting of 47 concrete curb ramps to meet 
American Disabilities Act (ADA) needs.  Work on the project was completed in 
approximately three months and ahead of schedule. 
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Land Development Project of the Year – Woodbury 
Community, The Irvine Company

The Woodbury Community is a development 
in the village format popular in the City of 
Irvine as developed by the Irvine Company. 
Walking to a vibrant array of parks, gardens 
and shopping is a favorite Woodbury 
pastime. Comprised of approximately 636 
acres, this award-winning Irvine village 
includes many housing types, 4,155 homes, 
a 450,000 SF retail center, an elementary 

school, 18 parks and The Commons, a 30-acre, resort-style 
gathering spot that offers something for everyone, including: 
recreation center with barbecues, fireplace with seating, 
lagoon pool with "beach" entry, children's water garden 
with wading pool, interactive water play and colorful paving, 
resort pool and spa with cabanas. There are neighborhood 
parks, swimming pools and spas, tot lots, basketball courts, 
built-in BBQ’s, picnic tables, outdoor fireplaces and activity 
lawns. Meandering along Woodbury’s border is the Jeffrey 
Open Space Trail which offers a 70-acre gateway park. 
The trail connects the southern, coastal portion of the Irvine 
Ranch Conservancy to its northern sphere that borders 
the Cleveland National Forest, providing virtually endless 
recreational opportunities. This Village also incorporates the 
“Build it Green Program.” The Build It Green program in Irvine 
encourages builders to incorporate conservation into home 
design and building practices, and also allows consumers to 
easily measure exactly how green these new homes are. A 
GreenPoint Rated home is healthier to live in, more energy 
efficient, and more resource efficient. The following is a list 
of engineers who worked on the project: Hunsaker, Stantec, 
Penco, RBF Consulting, Fuscoe, Douglas Bender and 
Associates, Urban Resource, VA Consulting, Guida Surveying, 
WMC, NMG, Leighton and Associates, and LGC.
Project of the Year – Interstate 5 Gateway, Orange County 
Transportation Authority and Caltrans District 12

In spring 2006, Caltrans and OCTA 
began construction on the I-5 Gateway 
Project. The four-year project improved 
the remaining two miles of the Santa 
Ana Freeway in Orange County from the 
Riverside Freeway to the Los Angeles 
County line. The I-5 Gateway Project had 
many complicated facets ranging from 
being located directly adjacent to railroad 
tracks, to higher than normal levels of 

groundwater, to the construction of numerous retaining walls, 
to being in a dense area packed with many large and small 
businesses. In addition, since the I-5 in this area serves as 
the gateway to Orange County from Los Angeles County, the 
project impacted commuters, tourists and various rail and 
trucking operations that ship throughout the area. Completed 
in September 2010 on time and within budget, the $335 million 
dollar project increased the existing six-lane section of the I-5 
by adding general purpose lanes and one HOV lane in each 

direction, and included interchange modifications, bridge 
reconstruction and new auxiliary lanes. The project included:  
Roadway widening from 6 lanes to 12 lanes, five bridges 
reconstructed (Artesia Boulevard, Western Avenue, Stanton 
Avenue, Beach Boulevard and Fullerton Creek), 27 Retaining 
Walls totaling 16,874 lineal feet, two major sound walls totaling 
1,235 lineal feet and a pumping plant. Based on the size, 
complexity and numerous dedicated partnerships in the public 
and private sectors, the project is an ideal example of effective 
project delivery. Unique partnerships for the Gateway Project 
included the coordination and monitoring of all Union Pacific 
Railroad work adjacent to the freeway, including relocating 
storage tracks and mainline tracks. An important partnership 
with the local community and the auto dealer association was 
maintained through an extensive public relations campaign 
to communicate project information. The I-5 Gateway Project 
has dramatically increased traffic flow for motorists on one of 
Orange County’s most traveled freeways, saving thousands 
of driving hours. The project was funded by the half-cent 
Measure M1 sales tax that Orange County residents passed 
in 1990 and is the final link to the freeway improvements under 
that program.
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Land Development Project of the Year – Woodbury Community, The Irvine 
Company 

 

The Woodbury Community is a development in the village format popular in the City of 
Irvine as developed by the Irvine Company. Walking to a vibrant array of parks, gardens 
and shopping is a favorite Woodbury pastime. Comprised of approximately 636 acres, 
this award-winning Irvine village includes many housing types, 4,155 homes, a 450,000 
SF retail center, an elementary school, 18 parks and the Commons, a 30-acre, resort-
style gathering spot that offers something for everyone, including: Recreation center 
with barbecues, fireplace with seating, lagoon pool with "beach" entry, children's water 
garden with wading pool, interactive water play and colorful paving, resort pool and spa 
with cabanas. There are neighborhood parks, swimming pools and spas, Tot Lots, 
Basketball Courts, Built in BBQ’s, Picnic Tables, Outdoor Fireplaces and Activity Lawns. 
Meandering along Woodbury’s border is the Jeffrey Open Space Trail which offers a 70-
acre gateway park. The trail connects the southern, coastal portion of the Irvine Ranch 
Conservancy to its northern sphere that borders the Cleveland National Forest, 
providing virtually endless recreational opportunities. This Village also incorporates the 
“Build it Green Program.” The Build It Green program in Irvine encourages builders to 
incorporate conservation into home design and building practices, and also allows 
consumers to easily measure exactly how green these new homes are. A GreenPoint 
Rated home is healthier to live in, more energy efficient, and more resource efficient. 
The following is a list of engineers who worked on the project: Hunsaker, Stantec, 
Penco, RBF Consulting, Fuscoe, Douglas Bender and Associates, Urban Resource, VA 
Consulting, Guida Surveying, WMC, NMG, Leighton and Associates, and LGC. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Project of the Year – Interstate 5 Gateway, Orange County Transportation 
Authority and Caltrans District 12 

 

 
In spring 2006, Caltrans and OCTA began construction on the I-5 Gateway Project. The 
four-year project improved the remaining two miles of the Santa Ana Freeway in Orange 
County from the Riverside Freeway to the Los Angeles County line. The I-5 Gateway 
Project had many complicated facets ranging from being located directly adjacent to 
railroad tracks, to higher than normal levels of groundwater, to the construction of 
numerous retaining walls, to being in a dense area packed with many large and small 
businesses. In addition, since the I-5 in this area serves as the gateway to Orange 
County from Los Angeles County, the project impacted commuters, tourists and various 
rail and trucking operations that ship throughout the area. Completed in September 
2010 on time and within budget, the $335 million dollar project increased the existing 
six-lane section of the I-5 by adding general purpose lanes and one HOV lane in each 
direction, and included interchange modifications, bridge reconstruction and new 
auxiliary lanes. The project included:  Roadway widening from 6 lanes to 12 lanes, five 
bridges reconstructed (Artesia Boulevard, Western Avenue, Stanton Avenue, Beach 
Boulevard and Fullerton Creek), 27 Retaining Walls totaling 16,874 lineal feet, two 
major sound walls totaling 1,235 lineal feet and a pumping plant. Based on the size, 
complexity and numerous dedicated partnerships in the public and private sectors, the 
project is an ideal example of effective project delivery. Unique partnerships for the 
Gateway Project included the coordination and monitoring of all Union Pacific Railroad 
work adjacent to the freeway, including relocating storage tracks and mainline tracks. 
An important partnership with the local community and the auto dealer association was 
maintained through an extensive public relations campaign to communicate project 
information. The I-5 Gateway Project has dramatically increased traffic flow for motorists 
on one of Orange County’s most traveled freeways, saving thousands of driving hours. 
The project was funded by the half-cent Measure M1 sales tax that Orange County 
residents passed in 1990 and is the final link to the freeway improvements under that 
program. 

March 8, 2011 and will be followed by the 
Infrastructure Symposium the following 
day.  Our members will be visiting 
legislators in Sacramento and will 
coordinate this with visits to local offices in 

Orange County.  We are always seeking 
members to help with local visits, so if you 
are interested in participating, please contact 
Jeannette. 

Happy Civil Engineers’ Month! 

 

Congratulations
Award Recipients!!!


