
WRDA 2016 PRIORITIES

The Senate (93-3) and House (399-25) both passed bipartisan Water Resources Development Act’s this fall 
following a pledge from last Congress to put the important infrastructure bill back on a two-year authorization 
cycle. Each bill authorizes nearly 30 identical flood control, navigation and ecosystem restoration projects at 
the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers across 17 states. Each bill also reauthorizes the Great Lakes Restoration 
Initiative, which helps improve water quality, cleans contaminated shoreline, protects and restores native 
habitat and species, and prevents and controls invasive species in the Great Lakes.

When Congress returns after the election we urge them to pass a final WRDA bill.

ASCE urges that the final conference report include the following provisions:

Dam Rehabilitation Program– 
Establishes a grant program under FEMA 
that would provide direct funds to states 
to rehabilitate nonfederal dams posing an 
unacceptable risk to the public. Authorized 
at $445 million over 10 years. The program 
mirrors standalone legislation (S.2835) 
supported by Sens. Capito (WV), Graham 
(SC), Wicker (MS), Reed (RI), Gillibrand, (NY), 
Whitehouse (RI) and Hirono (HI). (Senate  
Sec. 3004).

Water Infrastructure Investment Trust 
Fund– Funded by voluntary contributions from 
water intensive industries, the program will 
provide a new source of funds for the EPA to 
make capitalization grants for clean water and 
safe drinking water state revolving funds.(Senate 
Sec. 7303)

Qualification Based Selection– Requires 
QBS/Brooks Act procurement procedures must 
be applied for contracts awarded under the 
Drinking Water State Revolving Fund. (Senate 
Sec. 7105)

Beneficial Use of Dredged Material–
Establishes a pilot program for the beneficial use 
of dredged sediment by the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (USACE) without being constrained 
by the federal standard, which requires the least 
costly disposal method. This provision would 
allow the USACE to choose 10 project areas to 
beneficially use sediment with a split cost-share. 
(House Sec. 108)

Use of Natural and Nature-Based 
Features– Directs the USACE to: (1) conduct 
a report on natural and nature-based features 
in water resources projects and (2) consider 
natural and nature-based features in flood risk 
reduction, coastal resiliency, and ecosystem 
restoration projects. (House Secs. 140 and 181)

ASCE continues to raise awareness on the importance 
of investing in America’s infrastructure and enacting 
a WRDA bill this year that includes the provisions 
highlighted will help us improve our economy, public 
safety and quality of life.
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For more information contact the American Society of Civil Engineers Government Relations Office at 
govwash@asce.org; (202)789-7850.


