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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
In late December, an ASCE member friend faxed me an

attorney's solicitation letter that had angered him. He felt the ASCE
should take action. The mass mailing, which appears to have been
sent to homes in a large number of communities in south Orange
County, starts off by stating "Be advised...your home is built on
Capistrar),o Form?tion soils, a known geologic hazard that causes

significant structural defects. Many of your neighbors have
suffered severe damage to their homes. In fact, your home also

may have suffered profound damage while your legal rights are
being lost. Time is running out. California law defines time limits
on legal claims for damages due to construction defects." The
letter then provides some "telltale signs of distress", re-emphasis
that "the clock is ticking", and one may lose the "chance of
recovery." The mailer then introduces the attorney's firm indicating,

"Our firm emphasizes litigation involving construction defects, soil
subsidence and water problems. Our team of expert soil

technicians, geologists and contractors can quickly analyze and,
if necessary, repair virtually any problem." The closing paragraph,
which offers free initial consultation, is followed by the attorney's
signature and then a masterful final touch, "P.S. Experts in the sale
of distressed real estate are also available for consultation"!

As I am sure most of you (and most attorneys) would, I agreed
with my member friend that the letter is unethical. While I have
given copies of the letter to the Professional Practices Committees
of L.A. Section and O.C. Branch, I am sure there is not much we
can do to police the ethics of other professions. In my personal
opinion, the most relevant recent activity of ASCE is the publication
of "Quality in Engineered Project", and in particular, its emphasis on
the final user's "expectations". If we realistically define performance

criteria, I believe we can help reduce the nuisance of frivolous
lawsuits.

The same week that I received the fax letter, I received in my
home-mail a letter from my pest control company. It warned me
about the recent rat infestation in Orange County, listed its health
and structural threats and the "telltale signs", and quoted the cost
for a typical rat exclusion inspection/baiting program. I could not
help drawing a parallel between the two mailers. The second one
was not unethical. I only wish its scope of exclusion included more
than just house rats.

FEBRUARY LUNCHEON THE 18TH AT, 11:30 AM, SEE INSERT FOR DETAILS



SECRETARY'S COLUMN
Being a rookie at the Branch officer level I am still

learning the procedures of the Board of Directors. The
minutes from the December Board meeting were over 5

pages long, typewritten, single spaced, and they just hit
the highlights. I will mention a few of the items covered
at that meeting and other Board members will treat
some topics in detail in their own monthly columns.

We are working hard under the leadership of
President Poormand and Program Chairman Jurica to
shorten the monthly meetings without sacrificing the
quality of the programs. We were successful in paring
15 minutes off the usual time we take at the December

meeting and we are still discussing modifying or
eliminating some of our traditional features in the interest
of getting a full allotment of time for a good program
topic while minimizing the unessential elements.
Suggestions and comments on this initiative are
welcome. Any Board member will be happy to carry
your suggestion to the next Board meeting. This is a
problem we are glad to have. When I joined the Branch
in 1970 we had so few members attending that we had
time for personal introductions of everyone present. We

have so many members at our Branch meetings now
that personal introductions would take an hour!

We will continue the outdoor "check in" at the monthly

meetings with some modifications. Our first try at this
was a little awkward but succeeded in keeping the
number of members being processed at the Treasurer's
cashier station to a level that did not exceed the capacity
of the cashiers to take checks, make change and issue
receipts. In the past the crush of members crowding
around the cashier's station has led to confusion of our
accounts with the Elks catering staff. Please be patient
with us while we experiment with stretching our limited
staff resources to cover this crucial procedure for each
meeting. Suggestions? Volunteers to help with the
task? We have to take in and verify roughly $2000 each
meeting and we are working hard to make sure our

accounts are correct. See Treasurer McGregor if you
can arrive 15 minutes early and pitch in at the cashier's

station.
Related to the above cashier problem is a bear of a

problem that will some day rise up to bite us hard. We
had nearly 200 people at the December meeting. That's
great! The program was timely, the presenters excellent
and the meal was on time and of good quality. So what's

the problem? We had 60 members with reservations
who did not attend and did not cancel! We had 60 walk-
ins without reservations. Everything balanced and our
meal commitment to the Elks was covered but this is a
dangerous way to enter into a $3000 dollar contract with
a catering service. It is only a matter of time before we
are stuck paying for hundreds of dollars of meals
prepared but not eaten. We need your reservations to
make a good estimate of the number of meals to prepare

for. We need your cancellations to make adjustments if'
your plans change. If you decide to attend at the last
minute please call or accept that you may be served a
little late or with a different entree.

Vice President Dalton is addressing a serious issue
in his column concerning one of our fellow professionals.

Paul Cuomo has a serious disagreement with the State
Board of Registration. The biased reporting of those
difficulties in one of our local papers has made matter
worse. Please read Lloyd's column concerning Paul
Cuomo, P.L.S., and the review classes Paul teaches for
the P.L.S. examination. Your Board of Directors is
unanimous in its support of Paul.

Vice-president Dalton (with an assistfrom Treasurer
McGregor's office staff) has volunteered to review and

update our Branch Bylaws and Policy/Procedures
Manual. This will result in bringing all Bylaws and
Policy/Procedures up to date and put all of the material
on a computer disk to make the next update easier.
Thanks Lloyd!

We are still trying to bring our business cards
advertising revenue up to the level of past years.
Remember, most of the business card revenue goes to
our student activities. As a former night school drudge
for both my bachelor's and master's degrees I know

what the encouragement of future professional
associates can mean to help a struggling student get
through a long and difficult program. If you have not
renewed your business card advertisement please do
so now. If your firm is not among those displayed in the
back pages of this newsletter please consider joining
the group of professionals who support our student

activities. Remember, the students are &uifuture.
SPECIAL THANKS TO THE ELKS CATERING STAFF

With the unanimous support of the Branch Board of
Directors we hereby thanks the Elks catering staff for
their excellent service and patience in working with us in
putting on our monthly Branch meetings (and occasional
Technical Group meetings as well.) The monthly struggle
to get the reservation count and estimate of the number
of meals we are committed for correct, the quality of the
menu items offered, the ample space provided for our
meeting, the ease of parking and especially the efforts
of the service team led by Doris who manages to get 100
to 200 meals served on time every month. Many thanks
and we hope to continue our successful relationship.

As described in last month's newsletter the Plan
Preparation and Plan Check Guidelines are available for
purchase from our Treasurer.

Prices for the guidelines are as follows: # of prints
/ cost (incl. postage)

1 $13 2 $25 3 $36 4 $46 5 $5;
Public agencies may request from our Treasurer ar,

IBM-PC disk for updating purposes.
AL NESTLINGER



VICE PRESIDENT'S COLUMN
SURVEYORS, ENGINEERS AND REGISTRATION EXAMS

Being the good, conscientious, involved ASCE
member that you are, you probably read articles other
than those featured in this award-winning Newsletter.

Most likely, you read the December 19, 1992 Orange
County Register, in which the article, "Surveyor accused
of seeking test questions" was prominently displayed on
Page B1. If not, the article is reprinted in its entirety
below...take a few minutes to digest it now.

"The state attorney general is investigating an Orange
County land surveyor because of allegations that he used
illegally obtained exam questions in private profit-making
training seminars.

The uiolation, known as exam subuersion, is serious

enough to strip deputy county surveyor Pau\ Cuomo of his
professional license and his job. But Cuomo, 55, has tafcen
the county's early retirement offer and will be receiving an
enhanced pension by the time a professional board considers
the accusation against him.

Cuomo, a former president of the California Land
Suruei/ors Association who, is luell-lcnoiun in pro/essional
circles, called the investigation "a sick plot to assassinate my
character."

Cuomo, a county employee since 1980, said his retirement
uias not related to the investigation. Cuomo said he had
olanned to retire in April to conduct seminars nationwide
md to expand a business with his son, but moved his
retirement date to Jan. 4 after the county offered the incentive.

An employee of Cuomos age, length of service and
$65,000 salary would receive an extra $150 a month under
the incentive for a total monthly pension of $1,127.

Cuomo is the county's map checker and is in charge of
certifying developers' survey plans before land can be
subdiuided. For the past eight years he also has conducted
weekend seminars at Rancho Santiago College and other
focafions throughout the state.

The $300-a-student seminars, offered about four times a
year through Cuomo's company, Paci/ic Land Seminars, are
designed to help students pass the Land Surueyors in Training
exam, a nafionaf test required to obtain a state surueyor's

license.

The attorney general filed a formal accusation in June
alleging that Cuomo had former students who had taken the
exam giue him some of the questions for use in his seminars.

The allegation is he knew it was secret and he included
it in his workshop materials," said Deputy Attorney General
Dauid Tagfienti, whose San Diego office handled the state
inuesfigation,

Publishers of the national test, the National Council of
Examiners for Engineering and Surveying, provide sample
questions from old tests, but Cuomo "compelled students to
recall from memory the more recent examinations in order to
Sring his material more up to date."

The publishers recalled the test nationally and rewrote
part of it because of the alleged breach, said Curt Augustine,
interim executive officer for the California Board of

Registration for Professional Engineers and Land Surueyors,
which oversees professional licensees.

A council official refused to talk about the case or offer
an estimate of how much the new test had cost.

"J know what you're talking about, but 1 decline to
comment," council executive director Roger Stricklin Jr.
said.

Exam subuersion is a misdemeanor in Cali/ornia's
Business and Pro/essional Code. Punishment is handled
adminis(ratiuefy by a judge and the Board of Registration.
Exam subuersion is considered serious enough to revoke a
license, although the board can invoke a uariety of lesser
punishments, Augustine said.

A similar charge was brought two years ago against a Los
Angeles man luho was accused of using questions /rom a
different, board-administered exam in a tes (-preparation

course. The former Board of Registration executive officer,
Darlene Stroup, estimated that the exam subuersion cost the

, board $95,000 to rewrite the test. The case was closed after
the man, survey instructor, Ira Alexander, agreed to pay

$3,000 in inuesfigator's costs and accept a public reproval
from the board,

The Attorney Generals Office worked out a similar deal
with Cuomo, but the board rejected it at its Sept. 25 meeting

and aslced the attorney general to reinuestigate.
The board did not publicly give the reason for asking for

a new investigation, Augustine said.
After further investigation, the Attorney General's Office

decided to file another, similar accusation, Tagfienti said.
The board will consider the accusation next year ('1993),
Augustine said. The board's next meeting is in late January.

1} found guilty and stripped of his license, Cuomo mould
no longer have qualified for his job, although the county
would try to place him in another position (hat did not
require a license, said William Zaun, Cuomos boss and
director of the county's Public Works Department.

Cuomo and his supporters, including former employees
and students, say he is the target of a u)i(chhunt.

I think theres a lot of (professional) jealousy. He has
standing room only (in his courses), said Huntington Beach
surveyor AleksiRapkin, a former county employee and Cuomo
student.

Rapicin and other surveyors said it was common for test
takers to write down questions after the exam in case they
failed and had to take it again.

"You have to wait six months for your results, so you tallc
to other people, said David Paul Johnson, a surueyor for a
Santa Ana firm who for two years taught the astronomy
section of Cuomos seminar. You can get a sense what the
problems entailed...There are only so many fundamental
questions you can ask.

Cuomo said his attorney advised him against discussing
the investigation, but said the inquiry was taking a persona/
to;l.

You think when I get up every morning with a
stomachache that I enjoy this?" Cuomo said."

continued next page, see "Vice President's Column"



VICE PRESIDENT'S COLUMN
continued from page 3

Well, what do you think? Does some of the content
of the article remind you, just a little, about our civil
engineer' practice of propping for the State registration
exam? As I recall (from 1969), many of us enrolled in
review classes or participated in group study with other
wannabe registrants. And what materials did we use in
the classes or group study? Ourpersonal libraries and
test questions from previous PE exams! Questions
which had been obtained in the same mannerthat Paul
Cuomo desires to use to obtain test questions from
current surveyor exams.

It seems to me that something has gone amok
here. Either you and I have been doing something
wrong for the past eon, or Mr. Cuomo is being treated
unfairly by the State Attorney General and The Register.
With perhaps big-time consequences to Mr. Cuomo's
career as a land surveyor, public servant and teacher.
Not to mention his emotional well-being.

Now I don't know Paul Cuomo. Never met him. But
I feel that the Attorney General is not aware of long-
standing, openly-accepted practices among land
surveyors and engineers, and that Mr. Cuomo has
been wronged, and perhaps slandered, by the tone
and content of Liz Pulliam's article in The Register. If
you agree, you may wish to join with other ASCE

members in written protest. A letter affirming Mr.
Cuomo's practice was made available for members to
sign at the January Branch meeting, and by now the
letter has been mailed to the. Attorney General, with
copies to The Register and the Board of Registration.
Please feel free to provide additional support to Mr.
Cuomo by authoring your own correspondence to:

Board of Registration for Professional Engineers
and Land Surveyors
c/o Curt Augustine, Executive Officer
2535 Capitol Oaks Drive, #300
Sacramento, CA 95833

The Orange County Register
c/o Pat Riley, Ombudsman
P.O. Box 11626
Santa Ana, CA 92711

and/or to:
Roger Stricklin, Director
NCEES
1820 Seneca Ck Rd.
P.O. Box 1686
Clemson. NC 29633-1686

LLOYD DALTON, P.E.

A LETTER WRITTEN TO THE REGISTER BY ONE OF OUR MEMBERS...

December 2<, 1992

Hr. Pat Riley
Ombudsman

Orange County Register
P.O. Box 11626
Santa Ana. CA 92711

Dear Mr. Riley:

The following are my objections:

1. The average reader will believe that the tifcle itself implied
that Paul Cuomo (the subject of the article) was accused of seeking
questions to be asked in future tests. It is not until the article's
eighth paragraph on the next page that a reader (if he gets that far)
realizes that Cuomo is actually being accused of obtaining questions
asked in previous tests. It is not until the tenth paragraph thafc the
reader learns that these questions are recalled entirely from memory.

2. The article implies that Cuomo is receiving special treatment
by stating that the County is offering Cuomo an early retirement,
failing to add that in fact each and every county employee eligible
for retirement was given exactly the same offer more than six months
ago.

3. Pulliam had to have misquoted Cuomo's statement that he had
planned to retire next April. NO ONE retiring from the county would
even consider retiring in April because doing so would result in an
effective 3% pension reduction (3% cost-of-living increases occur once
each year on March 31} .

4. The ninth paragraph states that TT... he know it was secret and

included it in his workshop materials," said deputy attorney general
Tagiienti. This is an outrageously bogus statement. Anyone who take;

a professional California state exam is free to discuss the exam after
taking it. There is no law forbidding such discussions. What is not
permitted is the writing down of the questions DURING the exam.

5. The publisher of the national test accuses Cuomo of compelling
TT... students to recall from memory ... more recent examinations." Cuomo

cannot compel seminar attendees to recall anything at all because there
are no final exams and no grades. These professional seminars are not

formal classes like those given in state or private colleges; Cuomo

has nothing with which he can threaten seminar attendees. The
publisher's statement that Cuomo coerced hig seminar students is

therefore clearly untrue and Pulliam should have known ib.
6. The writer says that exam subversion is misdemeanor, but she

never states what the violation is. Exam subversion is the obtaining

of questions or answers in FUTURE, not past, exams.

^. Liz Pulliam says that a "similar" charge was brought against
Ira Alexander. The charge against Alexander was for violation of a
rule that no longer exists, so how can the charge againsfc Cuomo be

"similar"?

8. Pulliam says that the attorney general is filing "... another,

similar accusation ..., " but doesn't say how the new accusation differs

from the old accusation or if it differs at all.
In summary, Liz Pulliam has constructed a story mural full of small

facts which, when assembled, create a false picture. It is not immoral,

unethical or illegal for those taking professional state exams to get
together and discuss these tests, including the writing from memory
of the test questions after taking the tests. If those preparing the
exams insist upon repeating test questions, their laziness and
competence should be harshly criticized. Previous test questions are

widely and publicly available in numerous published books. Those who
use public information shouldn't be attacked for doing so.

I hope this letter will help in a small way toward the Register's
printing of more balanced articles which paint truer pictures of
reality,

Please call me at home (714) 968-3919 or at uork 1714) 834-5097 If
you need more information.

Very truly yours,

Jack; Frabl
9702 Bay Meadow Drive
Huntington Beach, CA 926U



TREASURER'S NOTES

Muchtoourdelightthe monthly luncheon meeting
attendance has been growing. Unfortunately several
members are making reservations and are not
attending the meeting. This has been causing the
branch to pay for additional meals. This in turn
decreases our contribution to the students. We need

all members, non-members, and guests to make
reservations prior to the meeting. if you are not able
to attend after making a reservation please cancel 24
hours in advance.

The business card renewals are in the mail. If
you don't receive one call me at 714/730-5256. We

hope all of you will continue to support our student
chapters with your contributions.

We want to remind all companies, cities, agencies,
and individuals that advertisements in the newsletter
are available to all and it can be done for a nominal
fee. Remember 1500 people read this newsletter.

Plan check guidelines are here and copies are
available. See Secretary's article for details.

Remember the best preparation for tomorrow is
to do today's work superbly well.

NEWS ABOUT MEMBERS

ERIC HANKINSON, Vice-chair of the Orange County
Transportation Technical Group, has taken a new
position as Structural Engineer with HDR
Engineering in Irvine. He may be reached at (714)
756-6800.

GERALD M. DIAZ and ALLEN M.YOURMAN,JR.
are pleased to announce the formation of DIAZ-
YOURMAN & ASSOCIATES (DYA). DYA provides
geotechnical services for the commercial, industrial,
infrastructure, and environmental industries. Mr.
Diaz has over 32 years experience including the last
29 years with Harding Lawson Associates. Mr.
Yourman has 15 years experience with Woodward
Clyde Consultants and Harding Lawson Associates.
Both principals are active with ASCE. Mr. Diaz is the
past chairman of the Los Angeles Section
Geotechnical Group and past president of the Society
of American Military Engineers Orange County Post.
Mr. Yourman is the current chairman of the Orange
County Branch Professional Practices Committee.
The firm's address is:

DIAZ-YOURMAN & ASSOCIATES
17461 (rvine Boulevard, Suite E
Tustin, California 92680-3034

(714)838-8565 Fax (714) 838-8741

CONTINUING EDUCATION

The Orange County Branch of ASCE is pleased to
present a review course on HYDRAULIC AND
HYDROLOGYon Saturday, Aprils, 1993, for the benefit
of engineers appearing for the upcoming P.E.
Examination. The instructor will be DR. C.T. BATHALA,

P.E., Supervising Water Resources Engineerof Parsons,
Brinckerhoff Quade & Douglas, Inc.

The course will consist of 8 hours of personalized
instruction with practical problems and examples similar
to those of previous examinations. Handouts with sample
probl'ems will be distributed. The course will be offered
at a place to be announced in the next newsletter from

8:00 am to 5:00 pm with one hour lunch break. The cost
will be $100.00 per participant, which may be tax
deductible (please check with your tax consultant).
Please send your check to ASCE, P.O. Box 17057, Irvine,
CA 92713-7057 along with the following sign-up form.
Attendance will be limited to 50 participants.

Please fill in the following information and send to:

A.S.C.E.

P.O. Box 17057, Irvine, CA 92713-7057

ASCE CONTINUING EDUCATION SEMINAR,
APRILS, 1993

Name

Address

Phone

Affiliation

Title_Years of Experience.
Type of work you do.

-
ASPHALT INSTITUTE IS PLEASED TO ANNOUNCE
A SEMINAR ON THE PRINCIPLES OF
CONSTRUCTION QUALITY HOT-MIX ASPHALT
PAVEMENTS

"What's New In Asphalt Pavements"

Wednesday,February 24,1993
Airporter Inn Hotel

18700 MacArthur Blvd., Irvine, CA 92715
(714) 833-2770

Registration Fee: $80.00
includes refreshments and course materials

For more information and registration, please call:
Seminar Coordinator, Asphalt Institute

P.O. Box 14052, Lexington, KY 40512
(606) 288-4960 • Fax (606) 288-4999



PROJECT OF THE YEAR

RECONSTRUCTION OF THE HUNTINGTON BEACH PIER

BEFORE AFTER

The Huntington Beach Pier is recognized as a
Southern California landmark not only by the local
population, but also by the worldwide surfing
community. The pier has provided a focal point and
backdrop for national and international surfing
competition since rapidly expanding popularity of the
sport began in the late 1950s. As many as 1.5 million
tourists a year are reported to have strolled the deck
of the old pier before it was condemned and closed in
1988. The 1914 structure was placed on the Federal
Register of Historic Places in 1989,but because of its
deteriorated and unsafe condition was slated for
demolition and reconstruction later that same year.
Removal of the old pier actually began in October of
1990 and the first pile for the new 1856-foot long
structure was driven in January, 1 991. Pile installation
procedures included a combination of jetting through
a jet tube cast in the center of the piles and driving
with a variable stroke diesel hammer capable of
generating about 100,000 foot-pounds of driving

energy. Jetting was typically terminated five to eight
feet above the specified pile tip elevation to allow
final driving of the piles into the undisturbed
Pleistocene sediments. The last of 312 piles installed
during reconstruction of the pier was driven in April,
1992. The official ribbon cutting ceremony to open
the pier was on July 18,1992.

Participants to the reconstruction are:

Design Engineer
Moffatt & Nichol, Engineers

Geotechnical (Geotechnical Investigation,
Construction Review, Remedial Grouting)
M&T AGRA (formerly Moore & Taber)

Construction Manager
Concept Marine Associates, Inc.

Contractor
Riedel International, Inc.



TOPIC:

TIME:

COST:
PLACE:

American Society of Civil Engineering
Orange County Branch

FEBRUARY MEETING NOTICE
Thursday, February 18,1993

PROJECT OF THE YEAR
Huntington Beach Municipal Pier

ENGINEER OF THE YEAR
Gary R. Dysart

ENGINEER OF MERIT
Fred J. Meier

PROJECT OF THE YEAR will be presented by
Bob Eichblatt, City Engineer, City of Huntington Beach.

Mr. Eichblatt will present "REBIRTH OF A LANDMARK-HUNTINGTON
BEACH MUNICIPAL PIER." His presentation will include an overview
of the state-of-the-art design and construction of the pier.

11:30 am SOCIAL
12:00 pm LUNCH
12:30 pm PRESENTATION
1:15pm ADJOURN

$13.00 MEMBERS $15.00 GUESTS $6.50 STUDENTS

SANTA ANA ELKS LODGE
212 Elks Lane, Santa Ana, California (1-5 & First St.)
(714)547-7794

RESERVATION: By card only. Include on your card all persons
attending from your company or organization.

CANCELLATION: Derek McGregor, (714) 730-5256

PROGRAM INFORMATION: George A. Jurica, (714) 660-7030

Advance reservation(s) will be greatly appreciated for meal count.
Please cancel your reservation(s) at least 24 hrs. in advance if you are unable to attend.



ENGINEER OF THE YEAR

GARY P. DYSART

Gary P. Dysart is Senior Vice President of
Willdan Associates, Consulting Engineers and
Planners, with its Corporate office in Anaheim,
California, and Regional offices located throughout
California and in Arizona and Nevada. He is a
registered Civil Engineer in California and has
over 30 years of civil engineering experience in
the public and private sectors.

Gary has his B.S. in Civil Engineering from
Oregon State University and an M.A. in Public
Administration from California State University,
Fullerton.

He has been active in Local Branch and Section
activities of ASCE since 1967. He was President
of the Orange County Branch and Vice President
of the Los Angeles Section and is currently the
President-Elect of the Los Angeles Section. In
addition, he has served on various ASCE
Committees at the Branch and Section level and
recently served as Chairman of the ASCE National
Committee on Continuing Professional
Development (CCPD). He is also a member of the
American Public Works Association and is a fellow
in the Institute for the Advancement of Engineering.

His service to other professional and civic
organizations includes Chairman, Friends of Civil

Engineering, Advisory and Development Council
for the Department of Civil Engineering, California
State University, Long Beach; Advisory Board for
the University of California, Irvine Certificate
Program in Management Practice for Engineering
and Technical Professionals; Board of Directors of
the Orange County Construction Alliance for the
City of Hope.

Gary and his wife, Linda, reside in Fullerton.
They have three grown children.

ENGINEER OF MERIT

FRED J. MEIER

Mr. Meier is presently serving as an expert
witness, as an estimator on a consulting basis and
as an arbitrator.

Mr. Meier has had fifty years of experiene in
engineering construction and in civil engineering.

Most of this experience has been in the coastal
areas of California but he spent five years in
central California, one year in Nebraska and four
years in the Civil Engineer Corps of the U S Navy
during World War II.

He has participated in the construction of about
2800 projects including 200 Caltrans, D S Navy,
city and county jobs. Mr. Meier's activities in
working for construction companies have been
primarily as an estimator or superintendent.

Mr. Meier has a BSCE degree from the
University of Nebraska.

He is a Life Member of the ASCE, a past
president of the Orange County Branch, and a past
Chairman of the Construction Group of the Los
Angeles Section. He has served for many years on
committees of the Orange County Branch and was
the president of the student chapter at the
University of Nebraska. He is a past president of
the Orange County Engineers Club. He is a member
of Sigma Tau honorary fraternity and was a member
of the Nebraska football team that played in the
Rose Bowl game of 1941 . He has the Presidential
Unit Citation with one battle starfrom World War II.
He is an arbitrator for the American Arbitration
Association and the Public Works Arbitration
Committee, is a registered civil engineer and has
a Class A Contractor's license.

Fred has celebrated his fiftieth wedding
anniversary with his wife Jane. They have three
sons.



CELSOC UPDATES

STATE BOARD OF REGISTRATION ACTIVITIES by Robert L DeWitt, Chair, CELSOC Professional Registration Liaison Committee

At a recent meeting of the State Board of
Registration for Professional Engineers and Land
Surveyors, the Board took several actions and
discussed a variety of issues that are of interest to
CELSOC members.

State Budget Raid

Interim Executive Director Curt Augustine reported
that the State Legislature, in an effort to bsilance
the state budget, raided the Board's "excess
revenues." "Excess revenues" are defined asfunds
in excess of 3 month operating funds, plus 10% of
the Board's annual budget, as well as all of the
accumulated interest. While Board members

acknowledged that the raid amounts to a special
tax, since the funds are derived from fees collec.t^d
directly from engineers, land surveyors and
applicants, they will make no attempt to resist the
taking. The Auctioneer's Board reportedly was

completely detunded by the Legislature when they
contested a raid on their funds.

UNLICENSED MBE/WBE'S

The Board adopted a revised opinion by Don
Chang, the Board's legal counsel, which holds that
an unregistered person who is used to qualify the
firm as a disadvantaged business enterprise cannot
meet the DBE requirements for management and
control without otherwise engaging in the
unlicensed practice of engineering or surveying.
The Board approved a letter to be sent to Caltrans
and other agencies that certify DBE's with a copy
of Mr. Chang's opinion. AletterfromtheSan Diego

Chapter of CELSOC was submitted to the Board
detailing DBE abuses in the San Diego area.

NCEES

NCEES has announced that they are changing the
title of the "Engineer-ln-Training" (EIT) exam to
"Engineering Intern" (El). The Board voted to
continue participation in NCEES exam activities
despite a FPPC opinion which holds that Board
members who are reimbursed for travel expenses
by NCEES acquire a conflict of interest and may be
prohibited from voting on matters involving NCEES
contracts for examinations.

CHILD SUPPORT

A new law affecting renewals of licensees provides
for a check of family support obligations. If an
applicant for renewal is in arrears in child or spousal
support payments, no renewal can be issued until

back payments are made up and clearance from
the local District Attorney is provided to the Board.
Augustine reported that renewal turnarounds are
now averaging about 14 days. Renewal notices
are mailed out 75 days in advance of the expiration
date.

DEFINITION OF NEGLIGENCE
The Board denied a petition alleging that they
enforced an "underground" regulation regarding a

definition of negligence that did not conform to the
legally-accepted definition. The offending definition
was included in a memorandum from Board staff to

a TAG member investigating an enforcement case.
The Board directed legal counsel to rewrite the
memo with a more legally-acceptable definition of

negligence.

UNLICENSED PRACTICE
The Board also heard a presentation from Mr. Tom

Maddock, Deputy Director of the Department of
ConsumerAffairs (DCA), regarding implementation
of SB 2044 (Boatwright, D-Concord). This is the/
bill which empowers the Board to levy fines and
issue misdemeanors or infractions to unlicensed

practitioners. Until now, these cases would only
be prosecuted by local District Attorneys, whose
priorities necessarily include murders, robberies
and other criminal matters. The Board initiated

adoption of Rules 472 and 472.5 to implement this
bill. In addition to cash fines ranging from $50 to
$2,500, the bill provides for disconnection of the
unlicensed practitioner's business telephone.

DEFINITION OF EE
The Board agreed to re-open the issue of the
revised definition of electrical engineering.
CELSOC member Bob Randall provided input to
the Board from CELSOC's newly formed Academy
of Mechanical and Electrical Engineers (AMEE).

STAFF CHANGES
The Board reported on several staff changes. Debra
Price, head of the Board's enforcement division,
has accepted a position with Caltrans in Los
Angeles. Don Chang, the DCA attorney assigned
to the Board, will be reassigned in January and
replaced by Gary Duke. Regarding the selection of
a new Executive Officer to the Board, memberswill
select about 15 candidates to interview, with an

additional round of final interviews. The final
selection is expected in January.

Please see "CELSOC UPDATE", Page 9
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1992 CHANGES TO THE SUBDIVISION MAP ACT
by James P. Corn. CELSOC UPDATE, December 1992

The following bills make changes to the Subdivision
Map Act effective January 1, 1993:

Senate Bill 1519 (Calderon)
This measure changes Code section references in the

definition of "subdivision" in Government Code §66424 to
update the references. The bill also amends Government

Code §66427 to statutorily specify when the separation of air
space in a condominium from the ground, or the remainder of

the property, constitutes a division for purposes of the

Subdivision Map Act. It establishes the general rule that if a
parcel map or final map on the property has been approved
and the number of condominium units is not increased above

the number authorized by the local agency, and the 3-
dimensional portions are described on a condominium plan,

generally there will not be a division for purposes of the
Subdivision Map Act. This is a statutory response to an
opinion of the California Attorney General, Opinion No. 90-
201 (73 Ops.Cal.Atty.Gen312 (1990)). (Stats. 1992, ch.400,
effective January 1, 1993)

Senate Bill 1683 (L. Greene) and A.B. 3100 (Farr)
Both of these bills make the same amendment to Government

Code §66412 regarding lot line adjustments. They add authority
for the local agency to require the prepayment of real property
taxes prior to the approval of the lot line adjustment.

Additionally, they add subdivision (j) to §66412 providing an
exception from the Subdivision Map Act for easement, use

permit or similar right on a portion of a parcel to a telephone
corporation for cellular radio transmission facilities as defined.

The exception applies only if the project is subject to
discretionary review by the advisory agency or legislative
body. (Stats. 1992, ch. 523, effective January 1, 1993)

Assembly Bill (A.B.)1268 (Mays)
This measure amends Government Code §66471 and 66472
regarding amending maps and certificates of correction.

Generally it provides 20 working days to examine a certificate

of correction, and provides a procedure and time frame for
return and resubmission. The bill also makes provision for

examination of amending maps or certificates or corrections

by a city surveyor where such position exists.

(Stats. 1992, ch. 634, effective January 1,1993)

Assembly Bill 3013 (Conroy)
This measure adds a new section to the Subdivision Map Act,

contained in Government Code §66459. It creates a notice to

prospective tenants where, after a final map has been recorded

for a condominium project, community apartment project or

stock cooperative, the subdivider intends to rent one or more

of the dwellings in the project. The measure specifies the
content of the notice generally to apprise the prospective

tenants that it may be offered for sale to the public as a
condominium project. Further, it requires at least 90 days'

written notice of intention to sell prior to offering for sale. It

also provides a statutory right of first refusal for the purchase

of the rental unit occupied by the tenant.

(Stats. 1992, ch. 1098, effective January 1,1993)

CELSOC NEWS BRIEF
Consulting firms that perform Caltrans work, or those
who are just interested, are advised to sign up to receive
Project Development News, a relatively new Cattrans
publication that exclusively focuses on project
development and delivery. The 4-8 page newsletter is
currently published bimonthly, but may soon be printed
monthly. The general emphasis of Project Development
A/eivswill be on substantive news and information rather
than human interest topics. For a free subscription,
please contact:

Carol M. Ross, Editor
Department of Transportation

1120 "N" Street, Room 5322, Sacramento, CA 95814-5620
Phone (916) 654-0756 Fax (916) 654-3770

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY
The Department of Civil Engineering at California State
University, Long Beach (CSULB) invites applicants for a
tenure-track position in Environmental Engineering,
beginning 23 August 1993. The candidate should
specialize in pollution control and hazardous waste
engineering, with astrong background inthe remediation
of contaminated environments. The candidate will be
expected to teach both undergraduate and graduate
courses, conduct independent research and develop
funded research programs. Preference will be given to
individuals at the Assistant Professor level, but
exceptionally qualified individuals will be considered at
the Associate Professor level. Candidates must possess
a B.S. degree in Civil Engineering and an earned
doctorate degree in Civil/Environmental Engineering;
Professional registration or ability to become registered
is highly desirable. The candidate must have the ability
to communicate effectively with an ethnically and
culturally diverse campus community. Applicants must
have the legal right to work in the U.S. The position will
remain open until filled; selection will commence March
1, 1993. Excellent benefits package is available.
Qualified applicants should submit their resumes, and a
statement of teaching, research, and professional goals
to:

Chair, Department of Civil Engineering
California State University, Long Beach

1250 Bellflower BL, Long Beach, CA 90840-5101
(310) 985-8010/5135, Fax (310) 985-2380

CSULB values diversity and especialiy encourages

women, ethnica! minorities, persons of color, and the
disabfed to apply. CSULB is an Affirmative Action/
Equal Opportumty/Tit\e IX Employer.
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